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Sharing the Good News Back 

Fort Hill Church has a vision, a mission, and even now our seven Fort Hill Faith 

Practices. Each gives us clarity and direction as a body of Christ, His church. But 

recently I heard this quote from Brian McLaren, author and church leader. “If you 

join our faith community, you will become a more loving version of yourself.” And 

that struck me. In all that Jesus taught, in the summary of the law, the Sermon on 

the Mount, the way he lived his life, all points to the love of God and loving one 

another. When Jesus invited people to come and follow him, they were being invited 

into the ways of God’s love. 

So as disciples, you and I are called to learn a more loving way of life. We cannot do 

that apart from being connected to one another and to Christ. That happens in 

communities which shapes and forms our Christian character. We will fail and fail 

miserably sometimes. We will ask forgiveness and receive mercy. We will get 

annoyed with people and policies and programs. We will learn and grow and mature 

over time. We do so in a particular faith family. 

Families are not perfect. (Or maybe that is just my family). I find that some people 

run away from challenges or difficult people. Others are angry, lash out, and fight. 

Fight or flight, the psychologists call it. Others, I have found, have the capacity to stay 

connected, yet maintain their own integrity and demeanor in hard situations. This 

resilience must come from a place of depth where folks are strong in their identity 

and connection to God. We must remain “Strong in the Vine” or immersed in the 

teachings of Jesus and the person of Christ. They are mature or working on growing 

in that way. After all, we are not “human beings”, we are all a “human becoming” a 

professor of mine used to say! We are “in process” with great God given potential. 

The church of Jesus Christ is first and foremost a “training school” where we learn to 

become a more loving version of ourselves. May all we do give glory to God, grow 

disciples, and meet human needs as we follow in the way of Jesus. 

Together in Faith, 

Laura Smith Conrad, Pastor 

Join us on Sunday, October 29 for 

COMMIT 2018 Stewardship Dedication 
and 

The Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans 

Worship Service at 10:45 am 
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The deadline for articles, 

announcements, and features for 

the November issue of The Window 

is Sunday, October 15, 2017. 

Please email your item as a 

Microsoft Word document to  

the church office at 

window@forthillchurch.org  

or type the item directly into 

your email and send. If possible, 

please keep your articles to  

500 words or less. 

10/1 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Ex. 17:1-7; Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16; 

 Phil. 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32 

10/8 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Ex. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps. 19; 

 Phil. 3:4b-14; Matt. 21:33-46 

10/15 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Ex. 32:1-14; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23; 

 Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14 

10/22 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Ex. 33:12-23; Ps. 99;  

 1 Thess. 1:1-10; Matt. 22:15-22 

10/29 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

 Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17; 

 1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46 

There is a unique and amazing problem to celebrate in our music ministry. We are 

ordering MORE choir robes!! Several people have joined the Chancel Choir in the 
last few months. So, robes have been ordered, and seamstress extraordinaire, Mary 

Dusenberry, has agreed once again to head up a team of ladies to make more 

beautifully custom-designed stoles. As the saying goes — many hands make light 
work and we have many hands, voices, and talents of all kinds to celebrate! 

We welcome to the Chancel Choir Mark (baritone) and Robbi (alto) Stokes who 

joined us in June. Actually, they have returned to Fort Hill after 30 years in 
Greenville and actively singing at Westminster Presbyterian. Mark’s brother, Porter, 

was Director of Music here in the 80s and 90s. Robbi is a former clarinet player with 

Tiger Band. Clemson freshman Kate Mills from Pennsylvania is in the alto section. 
Kate also plays banjo and is lead singer with our youth band — Johnny and the 

Tulips! Junior David Coulter from Columbia is in the baritone section. David is a 

Tiger Band piccolo/flute player and has shared his flute talents with us in worship. 

Sophomore Sam Borel from Georgia has joined the tenor section and is a chemical 
engineering major. First year graduate student Elizabeth LaRue is from Florida and 

has an undergrad degree in vocal performance. And it is good to have junior Olivia 

Pare, also a piccolo/flute player in Tiger Band, back with us in the soprano 
section after a study abroad spring semester. 

And if anyone is contemplating joining one of our choirs and you are saying there’s 

no room — just remember — ALL GOD’S CHILDREN GOT A PLACE IN THE CHOIR!!! 

      Smiling-n-Singing, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dick and Laura Shick and family in 
the death of Laura’s mother, Harriett 
DeHoff, on September 17 in 
Parkersburg, West Virginia. 

Randy Moore and family in the 
death of Randy’s brother, Bob 
Moore, on September 21 in 
Simpsonville, SC. 

Faithfulness: defined as true, devoted, constant, resolute; -long continued and 

steadfast fidelity. 

Faithfulness is the next Fruit of the Spirit to be examined in our Wee Kirk 

Worship group. This is a difficult attribute to explain to our young church family 
members. Example is by far the best way for our young ones to come to 

understand the concept of faithfulness. 

Thank you for numerous examples of faithfulness in this congregation. So many of 
you are devoted in attendance, constant in singing in the choir, resolute in service 

to others and true supporters of children’s and youth projects and programs. Our 

youngest members have wonderful role models within the Fort Hill family. 

Thank you for your loving, faithful support of each of our recent activities in raising 

funds for Rise Against Hunger. 

Your faithful support of the car wash and ice cream social has helped us raise nearly 
two-thirds of the cost of the truck. Your faithful support means many hungry families 

will feel God’s love when they have a nutritious meal to prepare. Your faithful support 

has encouraged our children along their path to faithful service to others. 

Our next simple project is in conjunction with Trunk or Treat. We are asking families to 

bring canned food for Clemson Community Care, or to make a donation to the 

Children’s Mission Fund for the Rise Against Hunger truck. We will not have a supper 
this year in order to keep the focus on feeding others. We are inviting our congregation, 

and the churches on the block, to join the fellowship and food collection. 

“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; …” (Proverbs 3:3a) 

Children’s Events: 

October 29 Trunk or Treat 

December 9 Gift Day 

mailto:window@forthillchurch.org
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Pastor on Call 
10/1 Mary Morrison 

10/8 Dana Waters 

10/15 Mary Morrison 

10/22 Laura Conrad 

10/29 Dana Waters 

Elder at the Font—8:30 Service 
10/1 Joanne Trenholm 

10/8 LeAnne Greene 

10/15 Rose Marie McDonald 

10/22 Helen Wooten 

10/29 Joan Borick 

Elder at the Font—10:45 Service 
10/1 Katherine Whisler 

10/8 Jim London 

10/15 Dick Shick 

10/22 Mike Worley 

10/29 Paul Durland 

Birth—2 Year Old Nursery 
10/1 Audrey Thompson 

10/8 Lisa Britt 

10/15 Judy Blackwell 

10/22 Marcia Barker 

10/29 Leanne Broome 

3 & 4 Year Old Nursery 
10/1 LeAnne Greene 

10/8 Tommy & Tracy Bolger 

10/15 Debbie Collins 

10/22 Stella Hudak 

10/29 Ellen Torrence 

We are continuing to practice 

our Youth Ministry theme, 

Building a Foundation. That 

foundation rightly begins with 

following Christ Jesus as his 

disciple. Since Jesus has told us 

to love our neighbor as 

ourselves (Luke 10:27), we are 

practicing how to love our 

neighbors…one step at a time! 

Part of Fort Hill’s mission 

statement is to “meet human 

need.” We are incorporating  

this into our weekly work as we build our foundations of faith. During the Bridge 

hour in September, for example, Mary Barron spoke with our youth about the 

Family Promise ministry that Fort Hill participates in. 

Our youth got to hear from families (thanks to the Halbigs and Whislers) about why 

they got involved in serving Family Promise. This led to some great conversation! We 

discussed how our families can help other families here in Pickens County and what 

new ideas we could try out together. 

The youth group also asked you as the congregation to support their effort to make 

hurricane relief kits for people affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. With your 

help, they are building a foundation of faith that is rooted in service to God and love 

for our neighbors. You are equipping our young people for a lifetime of discipleship! 

      Joyfully, 

      Dana 

These words from Romans 12:1 are the focus of our stewardship season this fall. We 

are hearing sermons giving us guidance, points to ponder, and inspiration to 

develop ourselves into better disciples. Have you felt a little uncomfortable in the 

pew? Are your finding you are being challenged to live more faithfully? If we are to 

be a living sacrifice to God, it isn’t likely to be a comfortable, easy experience. Yet 

this is what God calls us to do. And in those moments when we fulfill even a tiny 

portion of what God requires, we feel fully blessed and rewarded. God is good — all 

the time! Stewardship is about giving generously. As we are blessed, so God calls us 

to bless others. You have been mailed a brochure, pledge card, and letter asking you 

to consider a pledge of support to Fort Hill Presbyterian for 2018. Our pledge 

Sunday will be October 29 when you may bring forward your pledge during either 

service. You can also drop your pledge card at the office, mail it to Lori Houck, or 

pledge online http://www.forthillchurch.org/online-pledge-card. (So easy. I did it in 

less than one minute!) 

LeAnne Greene, Moderator — Finance Ministry 

COMMIT 2018 

 

Our hearts are overflowing with 

gratitude and thanks to our church 

family for the love and prayers 

extended to us while we were in 

Amsterdam and during David’s 

continued recovery. We both have 

felt God’s presence because of your 

prayers as we journeyed through 

our circumstances. We are also 

grateful for the food and cards that 

we have received. 

God bless you everyone, 

Marlene & David Nicholas 

Mary Barron speaking with the youth about Family Promise during 

Bridge hour on Sunday, September 10. 

http://www.forthillchurch.org/online-pledge-card
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Please sign up to volunteer on the Family Promise Volunteer Sign-up Board in the 
Narthex Sunday mornings in October and also on the (soon to be) Sign up Genius 

website. We need up to 50 volunteers each hosting week. 

Actively participate in this mission outreach to help our guests become independent 

again. There are many jobs from which you may choose.  

You may: 

Unload and reload the trailer, 

Put up and take down the beds, 
Provide nutritious hot meals, 

Play games with or tutor the children, 

Host overnight, 
Wash laundry, 

Shop, 
Prepare Saturday breakfast, 

Or Host a fun Activity. 

Your “seemingly” small kindnesses, actively demonstrating the Love of Christ, may be for 
our guests, the gentle encouragement needed to rekindle … Hope for a better life. 

Volunteer Job Descriptions in a Nutshell: 

Set-up/Take-down: On the Sunday afternoon our guests arrive, help to move the 
beds and tubs of personal items from the Family Promise trailer to the classrooms and 

transform the classrooms into bedrooms. The next Sunday morning around 7:00 am the 
process is reversed, the trailer reloaded and the classrooms restored. 

Hospitality Hosts: Volunteers arrive at 5:30 pm and are present to converse with 
the guests when they arrive, have a meal with them, play games with, tutor or read to 

the younger children. Stay until about 7:00-7:30 pm. 

Dinner Hosts: Prepare and serve the evening meal. Take into consideration dietary 
needs and restrictions when planning and preparing the meal. If needed, assist guests in 
saving and storing any leftovers for lunches the next day. 

Overnight Hosts: Arrive around 8:15-8:30 pm. Make up your cot in the room for 

volunteers. Bring your own twin-sized bedding, or use the linen stored in your room. 
(Please plan to wash and return the linen you borrow.) Prepare breakfast items by 5:15 
am, welcome guests at breakfast, and clean up when the guests leave around 5:45 am. 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Hosts: Prepare a hot breakfast for our guests and 

serve around 9:00 am. Clean up the kitchen. 

Saturday Activity Host/Hostesses: Plan a fun activity for the children/families to 

do late morning or afternoon for an hour or more. 

Shopping and Laundry Volunteers: Purchase breakfast and snack foods and wash 

bedding at the end of the week. 

Moses — In the Footsteps of the 

Reluctant Prophet by Adam Hamilton 

will be the next Wednesday morning 

Bible study and begin on October 11 

from 10-11:30 am. Plan now to join this 

six week study by contacting Mary 

Morrison. Books are $15. Retrace the 

life of Moses from his modest birth and 

rescue as a baby to the courts of 

Pharaoh, from herding flocks in Midian 

to leading his people out of Egypt. 

How will you be remembered? As we 
strive to live our lives following the 
example of Christ, at some point we 

come to realize that our greatest 
influence will be reflected in the lives we 

touch. While our first allegiance is to our 
families and our faith, we are also 

responsible for the greater good. At Fort 
Hill, one of the ways that we can assure 
that we have an ongoing impact in the 

world is through a portion of our 
treasure that we leave behind. 

Our Endowment Funds, including 
planned giving, bequeaths, and 
numerous trust opportunities can 

indeed create a lasting legacy. 

Contact a member of the Endowment 

Committee — Hack Trammell, Steve 
Lefevre, Jim Thomas, or one of your 

pastors to learn more about the 

options that meet your giving needs. 
You may also call Lori Houck in the 

Church office at (864) 654-2061 to have 
someone work with you how you can 

make a lasting impact or email at: 
info@forthillchurch.org. 

mailto:info@forthillchurch.org
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The days are getting cooler and fall is on its way. This is the perfect time to clean out your 

closets and drawers and donate clothing you no longer use to Safe Harbor. There are 

cabinets downstairs in the old “dungeon” in the administration building available for your 

October donations. Please bring new or gently-used fall and winter clothing in good 

condition, for men, women, and children. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our new storage area is limited. It would help us stay organized if you 

would please limit your donations to the month requested for drop-offs. Thanks! 

Contact Persons: Susan Beckwith (864) 654-3337, Joan Dixon (864) 654-1065, Gensie 

Waldrop (864) 888-7954. 

Due to increasing enrollment and distribution difficulties, Bethlehem Ministries 

requests NO shoeboxes this year, and sends thanks to you for your past support. 

Deadline November 10. Please include a $7 donation for shipping. Use a standard-

sized shoebox (no oversized shoe boxes for efficient packing, please) or a similarly sized 

plastic box. Indicate whether the gift is for a girl or boy and include the appropriate age 

for which the gift is appropriate (2-4, 5-9, 10-14). Fill the box with gifts that may include 

small toys, school supplies, hygiene items (mild soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, etc.), 

and personal items (sunglasses, t-shirts, socks, watch, ball cap, and solar flashlights). 

Soccer balls are a longed-for item for boys. A deflated ball and small pump, or a small ball 

to fit the box is ideal. Due to some cultural concerns and beliefs, please avoid stuffed 

animals. If you wish, add a personal greeting in a separate envelope. Eva Henry will place 

pamphlets listing the items requested in the new Collection Room after October 16. 

Please deliver the unsealed boxes, or bring gifts to the new Collection Room (old 

“dungeon” across from the Club Room) beginning October 17. Again, the deadline is 

November 5. Thank you! 

Contact Person: Eva Henry at (864) 654-3737 

Each year we honor a member of our church with the Honorary Life Membership Award 

at our annual PW Birthday Luncheon. This award is given to a dedicated Christian whose 

witness, long and dedicated service, and spiritual influence in our community reflect the 

love of God and His church. Prayerfully consider the Presbyterian woman (or man) you 

would like to nominate for her (his) outstanding lifetime contributions to Fort Hill 

Presbyterian Church. Nomination forms are due by January 15, 2018. For more information, 

contact Committee Members: Marcia Sherman, Pansy Duke, Kathy Hughes, or Eva Henry. 

Moderator: Linda Gahan, (864) 654-2953, glinda1942@gmail.com 

Moderator-elect: TBA 

Treasurer: Gail Williams, (864) 287-0212, gswilliams@bellsouth.net 

Secretary: Lois Sill, (864) 506-0771, slois@clemson.edu 

Historian: Lib Gage, (864) 654-1236 

  Assisted by Jan Beckwith, (864) 654-3337 

Submitted by Mary Barron, PW Publicity Chairman 

mb1cb1@bellsouth.net or (864) 885-9342 

My name is Dana Armstrong and I am the new Preschool Director at Fort Hill Preschool. 

We have had a wonderful start to our new year! We welcome 4 new staff members: 

Rebecca Smith is our new music teacher; Meredith Lecroy is our new 2-day, three-year 

old assistant teacher; Natasha Revis is our new 5-day, four-year old assistant teacher; 

and Rebecca Manson-Slater is our new early morning care teacher. We are blessed to 

have a wonderful group of women who have a passion for teaching young children. This 

year we have 62 children enrolled in our program from ages two to five. We are grateful 

for the Fort Hill Presbyterian Church body provides us with the opportunity to minister to 

these 62 children and their families. We covet your prayers, as we daily strive to share the 

love of Christ with these children and families. 

Dana Armstrong, Preschool Director 

The footprint of your Christian Action 
Ministry extends far beyond the shores 
of the U.S. Severe famine has made 
survival difficult for almost half the 
population in South Sudan. Six million 
out of 12 million people are 
experiencing food vulnerability and 
lack of clean, drinkable water. Earlier 
this year, the United Nations officially 
declared a famine for the entire 
country. As a result of the deteriorating 
conditions, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) issued an appeal in 
August for financial support. 

Your financial commitment to Fort Hill 
Presbyterian Church allowed CAM to 
consider and approve disbursement of 
funds to assist PDA in this desperate 
corner of God’s world. Many families 
have been forced to relocated to 
refugee camps, in which access to food 
and water can be difficult, and disease 
is prevalent among both the elderly 
and very young. 

Yet even in these conditions, there is 
hope. At a Presbyterian church set up in 
one camp outside the capital city of Juba, 
1,000 children sit side-by-side to attend 
school. PDA Director Re. Dr. Laurie 
Krauss said “I don’t think I’ve ever been 
in a place that had fewer resources yet 
worked so hard to maintain education, 
faith, and civil society. 

Each month, the Christian Action 
Ministry meets to prayerfully consider 
how best to administer programs that 
provide aid, both financial and 
physical, to local, national and 
international organizations needing 
support. If you feel called to participate 
in CAM deliberations or would like to 
learn more about how you can help, 
please contact moderator Jim London. 

“...for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.” 

Philippians 2:13 

Larry & Jayne Horne 
7 Independence Crescent 

Hamilton, OH 45013 
Jayne’s cell: (864) 710-0406 

 

Raenota Merrill 
205 Bud Nalley Drive 

Easley, SC 29642 
(864) 985-2629 / atonear@gmail.com 

mailto:glinda1942@gmail.com
mailto:gswilliams@bellsouth.net
mailto:slois@clemson.edu
mailto:mb1cb1@bellsouth.net
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  Home Communion 
 12:00 pm APNC University Ministry — Conference Room 
 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 
 2:00 pm Children’s Ministry — Conference Room 
 4:00 pm Presbytery Youth Event — Tartan Hall/Sanctuary/Den 

 12:00 pm PW Circle 1 — Club Room 
 3:00 pm PW Circle of Hope — Library 
 7:00 pm Habitat Meeting — Conference Room 

 8:00 am Men of the Church Breakfast — Sunnyside Café 
 3:00 pm Building & Grounds Ministry Meeting — Conf. Room 
 5:00 pm Planning Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Mission Outreach Committee Meeting — Club Room 
 5:30 pm University Ministry Meeting — PSA Student Center 
 6:00 pm Christian Action Ministry Meeting — Library 
 7:00 pm Youth Ministry Team Meeting — Den 
 7:00 pm Fellowship Ministry Meeting — Library 
 7:00 pm Personnel & Program Ministry Meeting — Conf. Room 

 Choirs See Recurring Weekly Activities schedule below 

 12:00 pm APNC University Ministry — Conference Room 
 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 
 2:30 pm Cub Scouts — Education Building 
 3:00 pm Family & Youth Night — Tartan Hall 

 9:30 am PW Trinity Circle — Club Room 

 12:00 pm Discipleship Team —  
 3:00 pm Building & Grounds — Conference Room 
 5:45 pm Music Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 
 6:30 pm Worship Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 
 6:30 pm Finance Ministry Meeting — Club Room 
 6:30 pm Adult Ministry — E-209 
 7:30 pm PW Circle 2 — Library 

 Choirs See Weekly Recurring Activities Schedule below 

 11:45 Safe Place Training — Club Room 
 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 

 10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry — Hazel Sparks’ home 

 9:30 am PW Coordinating Team Meeting — Club Room 
 7:00 pm Session Meeting — Club Room 

 12:00 pm Pastors Lunch at Foothills Community 
 Choirs See Recurring Weekly Activities schedule below 

 8:00 am Kappa Delta Initiation & Brunch — Tartan Hall 
  Mid-High 

 11:45 am New Member Cookout — Tartan Hall / Courtyard 
 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 
 2:00 pm Family Promise — will be here through 10/29 
 2:30 pm Cub Scouts — Education Building 

 5:30 pm Membership Ministry  Meeting — Conference Room 

  Stewardship Dedication/Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans Sunday 
 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 
 5:00 pm Trunk or Treat — Handicapped Parking Lot 

  Hosting Family Promise all week 

 8:30 am Worship Service — Tartan Hall 
 9:30 am The Bridge — Faith Formation Classes 
 10:45 am Worship Service — Sanctuary 
 2:30 pm Cub Scouts — Ed. Building (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
 4:30 pm Mid-High Youth — Youth Den 
 6:00 pm Senior High Youth — Youth Den 
 6:00 pm College Dinner, Worship & Discussion — PSA Center 

 4:00 pm Girl Scouts — Education Building 
 6:30 pm Boy Scouts — Club Room/Tartan Hall 
 6:45 pm Christians Connecting… Lydia’s 9 to 5 Ladies  —  
       Gathering Space 

 9:30 am Staff Meeting — Conference Room 
 5:30 pm Folk Dancing — Tartan Hall 

 10:00 am Wed. Morning Bible Study — Club Room 
       (beginning September 13) 
 6:15 pm Strong Praises Choir (Grades K-3) — E209 
 6:15 pm Chancel Bells — Choir Room 
 6:15 pm Christians Connecting… Artistic Minds — Club Room 
 6:45 pm Singers of Christ Choir (Grades 4-8) — E209 
 7:00 pm Christians Connecting… Millennials Matter — Library 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

 10:00 am Christians Connecting… Women of Faith — Mary 
       Dusenberry’s home (309 Bent Oak Lane, Central) 
 7:00 pm College Bible Study — PSA Student Center 

Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm and Friday at 
12:30 pm in Room E205 of the Education Building. 
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10/1 Curtis Arnold 
 MiMi Borick 

 Jim Roberts 

10/2 Bill Lanier 
 Hank McLaurin 

10/3 Claudette Bennett 
 Ransom Broome 

 Ben Wofford, Jr. 

10/4 Bill Beckwith 

 Emma Job 

10/5 Hunter Crenshaw 
 Marv Dixon 
 Tom Lawrence 

 Chas Martin 

10/7 David Alexander 

10/8 Jan Beckwith 

 Emily Martin 

10/9 Clarence Rogers 

 Guy Sabin 

10/10 Don Daugherty 
 Katherine Mostertz 

 Sally Ouellette 
 Gail Williams 

10/11 Karen Lindenmeyer 
 John McGregor 

 David Nicholas 
 Emma Van Daele 

10/12 Nancy Horton 
 Gregg Morton 

10/14 Addie Harper 

 Beth Weber 

10/15 Beth Chapman 

10/16 Jerry Reel 

 Jason Smith 
 Mike Worley 

10/17 Peggy Garner 
 Mark McInnis 

 Ben Wofford, III 

10/18 Ashley Burris 

 Lib Gage 
 Corey Greene 

 Deanna Ramey 
 Alan Torrence 
 Ally Wilson 

10/19 Andy Blondeau 

10/20 Fred Burgett 
 Grace Cook 

10/21 Helen Efland 
 Clarice Gustafson 

 Kristen McCall 
 Whitney Money 

10/23 Judy Bonham 

10/24 Don McKale 

10/25 Gary DuBose 

 Hazel Pittendreigh 

10/26 Connie Lawrence 
 Evelyn Rabey 

10/27 Nancy Lamping 

10/28 Tina Mostertz 

10/29 Elizabeth Bost 

 Nancy Littleson 

10/30 Bob Brown 

 Ed McLaurin 
 Chuck Moede 

 Tom Pollock 

10/31 Jessica Aaron 

 Gail Caley 

 

 

 

 

10/2 Bill & Diane Carnes 
 Steve & Anne Cash 

10/3 Patrick & Helen Adams 

10/6 Kyle & Robin Weeks 

10/7 Ed & Jillian McLaurin 

10/8 Chris & Maggie Bandy 

10/9 David & Terri Bruce 

10/10 Mike & Judy Blackwell 

10/15 Ed & Nancy Hutson 

10/17 Mario & Shirley Muzii 

10/23 Michael & Hilarie Sehorn 

10/24 Tyler & Kristen McCal 

10/26 Len & Betsy Mays 

10/29 Wade & Melanie Job 

10/30 Marv & Joan Dixon 

Through August, total income was $608,836 while expenses for the first 8 months were $609,388 for a deficit of $552. Overall expenses 

are at 65.18% of budget while income is at 65.12%. As you can see, income and expenses are approximately 1.5% below budget. 

Summer months are typically low income months as families are enjoying vacations. Please review your pledged giving for the year, so 

we can erase this budget deficit. 

Bridging Generations Update:  

Pledge giving for the month was 

$11,646.66. Non-pledged giving was 

($75), undesignated memorial gifts 

were $275, and interest income of 

$1.06 combined with pledged giving 

make a total of $11,847.72.  

Total income year to date: 

$292,367.65 

Total expenses year to date: 

$40,507.27 

Loan principle balance:  

$1,066,514.41 

So many of you have expressed interest in and support of my Sabbatical next summer. Again, thank you for this gift of 

Sabbath in advance. In the grant, the maximum $15,000 for the congregation was awarded. Among other things, that 

includes some part-time pastoral support for next summer so that other staff and ministries have a resource person in my 

absence. Our intention is that staff and ministries will not be burdened, but renewed in the process as well. While I was an 

Associate Pastor at Oakland Avenue PC, I went through a Pastor Sabbatical, so I hope we will set things up for best success. 

I know firsthand the value of Sabbaticals for congregations and pastors. We will try to keep you updated as we have news. 



Non-Profit Organization 

US POSTAGE PAID 

Clemson, SC 

Permit #11 

101 Edgewood Avenue 

Clemson, SC 29631 

(864) 654-2061 

www.forthillchurch.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28 

The following event occurred this summer as our mission team worked at the National Children’s Hospital, Puerto Barrios, 

Guatemala. For 3 days our team of 14 painted corridor walls, replaced and/or repainted stained and dirty ceiling tiles, and hand 

painted Disney and other characters on walls in one of the children’s wards (filled with kids and Moms offering comfort). A girl — 

perhaps 5 or 6 years old, suddenly had breathing problems, her Mom began wailing, and staff rushed to the child as she began to 

lose consciousness. As she struggled to breathe, and needing oxygen, it became evident the O2 outlets near her bed were broken, 

so staff had to wheel in a huge O2 tank and hook her up with plastic tubing. 

While painting the hallways outside the ward, we saw the commotion as staff rushed her and the large O2 tank out of the ward 

and down the hall to an acute care area. The little girl’s distraught mother waited outside (alone). Kim Phillips, a member of our 

Fort Hill team, immediately stopped painting and offered this Mother comfort (the “language of love and supportive contact” is 

universal), both as her little girl went into crisis, then down the hall as she waited alone for news of her daughter’s condition. 

As they rushed the little girl to the emergency area, her bed, the huge O2 tank, and a “nursing entourage” went by several of us 

painting in the area. Standing on a ladder, I saw them go beneath me, and noted the girl’s eyes were wide, fixed, seeing nothing. 

Her chest wasn’t moving, but for an occasional awkward breath — I was afraid she was dying and I began to pray. A team member 

painting nearby (one of the teens in fact), said forcefully, “we need to pray now for this girl and her mother.” Some of us stopped 

what we were doing and in that bustling and rundown corridor, standing among paint buckets, rags, ladders, brushes and rollers, 

brooms and electrical tools, and piles of ceiling tiles, we made a circle, held hands and prayed for God’s healing powers on this 

little girl and strength for her mother, a moment I’ll never forget. Then we continued our tasks, shaken, offering silent prayers. 

We eventually learned the little girl survived. The next day her mom was back outside the emergency area, calmer, accompanied by 

family and clergy. We pray the news was good and that her daughter would recover. This experience will stay with us for along time. 

Submitted by, 

Lanny Parsons, El Faro Mission Team Member 


