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The Hebrew children were a wandering people after they were freed from 

slavery under Pharaoh. They could not imagine a meeting place like we have 

today for gathering and worshipping God. As they wandered in the wilderness 

the “tabernacle” or the “tent of meeting” was the place which reminded them of 

God’s presence with them. The Sinai wilderness wanderings were filled with 

times of trial and troubles like the threat of hunger and thirst. They had the 

tabernacle to remind them that God dwelled with them in their midst. The 

people and their sanctuary were mobile. 

As you come and go this summer 

I hope you will find ways to be 

attuned to God’s presence 

through prayer, fellowship, and 

worship, both personal and 

together as a church. While we 

undergo a renovation, we will 

continue to worship or meet in 

different or new places. Just 

imagine this summer as our Exodus journey as we tabernacle with God. The 

biggest lesson God was teaching the Hebrew children was that of trust. We 

worship and serve a trustworthy God even with the hiccups and changes. So 

please be patient and open to what God might do with us as we enter into our 

exodus journey. 

When my mother was a child, her family helped start the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church on Augusta St. in Greenville, when that was the edge of 

town (can you imagine?). They worshipped in a tent for a long time when they 

first began. I asked her what it was like to start a church. Her response, “We felt 

like we were on a big adventure!” As we continue the big adventure of faith, let’s 

enjoy the ride and practice the presence of God. We just never know what 

surprises God might have in store for us as we are re-formed and reshaped in 

the image of Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us...melt us, mold, us, fills, use us! 

 Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us. (Glory to God hymnal, No. 288) 

Enjoy the journey! 

Pastor Laura 

Joining together on a journey of Christian faith, we seek to be Disciples of Christ and 

to share God’s love in our community and around the world. 

We do this as we Glorify God, Grow Disciples, Meet Human Needs. 
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The deadline for announcements, 
articles, and features for the  
July issue of The Window is  

 Monday, June 15.  

Please email your item as a 
Microsoft Word document to  

the church office at 
window@forthillchurch.org  

or type the item directly into your 
email and send. If you don’t have 

access to a computer, you can 
leave the item in Lori Houck’s 

Summer is upon us. Heat, humidity, thunderstorms, vacations, beaches, mountains, 

conferences, iced tea, watermelon, time with kids and grandkids. (My daughter 

recently suggested we open Camp MacKay for a week for the granddaughter and 

grandson — I’m not sure what all that entails, but it sounds like fun and WORK!!! 

Good work!) 

Summer can incorporate changes in our schedules with different events and some 

laid back time. I always go to the Worship and Music Conference at Montreat in June. 

That is HEAVEN on earth! And the choir takes off the end of June-July allowing some 

respite and time for individuals and small groups to share their gifts. 

This summer, of course, is allowing many physical changes to our facilities; good changes 

to bring newness, freshness, safety, comfort, etc. What new things are you doing this 

summer? Going somewhere you’ve never been before? Visiting friends or family you 

haven’t seen in a while? Listening to a new anthem or singing a new hymn and saying, 

“Wow! I heard God’s voice speak to me through those words and melodies.” 

For the music ministry at Fort Hill the summer months mean readying ourselves for 

new space, rearranging, regrouping, merging the old and the new. That’s a good thing 

as we continue to build the bridge of generations. It’s exciting and fun. 

In May, we said goodbye to a faithful choir member who graduated from Clemson with 

his Ph.D. in math. Lucas Waddell came to us from Pennsylvania. He is moving to 

Albuquerque, NM where he will begin a new life and career. He has contributed greatly 

to the tenor section for 3+ years and lowered the average age of the choir significantly!! 

Dr. Waddell, we wish you well. Keep a song in your heart and singing always. 

Everyone, have a great summer! Do something different. Sing a new song. 

      Smiling-n-Singing, 

6/7 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  

 1 Sam. 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20  
 (11:14-15); Ps. 138; 2 Cor. 4: 

 13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

6/14 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 1 Sam. 15:34-16:13; Ps. 20;  
 2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17; 

 Mark 4:26-34  

6/21 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

 1 Sam. 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-
 49; Ps. 9:9-20, 2 Cor. 6:1-13, 
 Mark 4:35-41  

6/28 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27; Ps. 130;  

 2 Cor. 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations…             Ephesians 3:20-21a 

The culmination of work over the past two years has led us to the point of having a 

detailed project plan and schedule for the renovation of our entire campus. The 

congregation has successfully supported the renovation project through pledges in 

the capital campaign. The session and congregation has approved moving forward 

with the renovation construction efforts. 

We are currently in the process of packing and cleaning out the areas which will 

become construction zones in the near future. Plans are in place to adapt to the 

pending construction so we can continue with our church services as best as possible. 

Construction activities began on May 26 for the renovation. The key renovation 

schedule dates are listed below for awareness and are subject to change. 

 Education Building: 5/26—8/31/15 Sanctuary: 6/29—8/7/15 

 Bethlehem Hall: 6/1—8/21/15 Tartan Hall: 8/10—10/16/15 

 Elevator: 6/22—10/15/15 Admin Building: 11/11—12/16/15 

The Sanctuary work will be sequenced to minimize the number of Sundays that the 

Sanctuary will be unavailable. The current project plan has only three Sundays 

impacted with the other weeks having Sanctuary work areas cleaned up prior to 

Sunday for the Sanctuary to be used for services. 

Thank you for all of the support that has been provided during this process. Also, 

thanks for your patience as we work through the renovation activities. 

As many of you may already know, 

Scott Thrailkill has been working at 

Fort Hill as our Facilities Caretaker 

since January. However until now, 

he has been working through a 

staffing agency. Effective June 1, 

Scott has become an official Fort 

Hill employee. He has already 

proven to be a valuable part of our 

staff in working diligently to help us 

prepare for the renovation project 

that just began. 

If you have not already done so, 

please join the staff in making Scott 

feel like a welcome part of the  

Fort Hill Church family. 

mailto:window@forthillchurch.org
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Pastor on Call 

6/7 Mary Morrison 

6/14 Laura Conrad  

6/21  Mary Morrison 

6/28 Laura Conrad 

Elder at the Font—8:30 Service 

6/7 Michael Bailey 

6/14 Bill Cato 

6/21 Chip Egan 

6/28 Bob Jones 

Elder at the Font—10:30 Service 

6/7 Charles Barron 

6/14 Megan Chavis 

6/21 Erika Hays 

6/28 Jay Jones 

Infant - 2 Year Old Nursery 

6/7 Donna McCubbin 

6/14 Nancy Spitler 

6/21  Lisa Britt 

6/28 Tracy Bolger 

3 - 5 Year Old Nursery 

6/7 Megan Chavis 

6/14 LeAnne Greene 

6/21 Claudette Bennett 

6/28 Annette Halbig 

Our renovations for better future spaces means making adjustments and experiencing 

coziness for the summer. Thank you for your spirit of cooperation. 

Nursery location has been change to the Club room for the duration of the education 

building renovation. The Club Room is located on the first floor of the Administration 

Building, just down the steps from Tartan Hall. 

The nursery volunteer schedule for the rest of the summer and the next year will be 

sent this month. 

VBS June 8-11 location: First Baptist Church, Clemson 

 Session 1 for ages 4 through second grade (completed) 9:30—12:30 

 Session 2 for third through fifth grade (completed) 1:00—4:00 

 Drop off and pick up on the preschool side of First Baptist Church 

Parent and Child Retreat — August 6-8 Montreat 

 Rising Third graders through rising fifth graders 

June 24 Design your own nature-themed plate—2:00-4:00 pm—Glazed 

  Ice cream afterwards, pick up at PSA. 

July 8 Nature walk and Geology Museum tour—9:00-11:30am 

July 22 Service project at Clemson Community Care 

June 24 10:00-11:00 am Support Read Across America 

  Book Character dress up, stories, & music. Bring gently used books. 

July 15 3:00-4:00 pm Ice cream Social — Location to be announced 

  Create cards for our senior members of the congregation 

August 12 4:00 pm Park clean up / 5:00 pm  Swim and picnic 

Details for activities will be sent by email to age specific groups. Contact Cyndi at 

cyndi.davis@forthillchurch.org with questions. 

Through April, total income was $323,073 while expenses for the first four months were $266,010 leaving a surplus of $57,062. 

Overall expenses are at 28.6% of budget, while income is at 34.8%. As you can see income is about 1% above budget while 

expenses are about 5% below budget. Session ministry chairs are doing a great job of managing expenses, and thanks to your 

financial support, Fort Hill is able to continue its ministries to members, community, and around the world. 

REMEMBER to designate any pledge payments to the Building Fund as “Building Fund”. 
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Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

Mark Sublette and family in the 
death of Mark’s father, Richard, on 

April 24, 2015 in Shalimar, Florida. 

Diane Sherrick and family in the 

death of Diane’s husband and church 

member, Buss Sherrick, on May 9, 
2015 in Texas. 

Chip and Diane Egan and family in 

the death of Chip’s father, Joe Egan, 
on May 10, 2015.  

Art and Gail Williams and family in 
the death of Art’s father, Art Williams, 

Sr. on May 14, 2015 in Phoenix, 

Arizona.  

Barbara Escher and family in the 

death of Barbara’s brother, Joe 
Escher, on May 22, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask God’s blessings on Gail Rabai 
as she moves to be close to her 

children on June 1, 2015. Her new 

address is: 

 Carlyle Place, Apt. #2015, 

 5300 Zebulon Road, 
 Macon, GA  31210 

 

Did you know that Homebound 

Communion is served the first 

Sunday of every month by the Board 

of Deacons? If you or someone you 

know would like to have communion 

brought to you, please call Lisa 

Street @864-868-2751. 

MATERIAL DONATIONS: We are 

temporarily unable to accept your 

material donations (clothing, 

household items, toys, books, 

magazines, etc.) for various charities 

at Fort Hill due to the renovation 

project. Please take your 

contributions to Goodwill, Salvation 

Army, or the charity of your choice. 

Congratulations to Marcia Sherman, this year’s recipient of the prestigious 

Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life Membership Award, given in recognition of her 

outstanding contribution of service to the life of the church. Marcia received this 

recognition at the 2015 PW Birthday Luncheon in April. Again, warmest 

congratulations, Marcia! 

Thank you to everyone who donated magazines, books, and puzzles for Campbell 

Veterans Hospital and Harris Psychiatric Hospital. Your support for this 

worthwhile project is appreciated! 

May 10-18 we hosted a family of three, a mom, her 5-year-old daughter, and her  

3-year-old son. Thank you, volunteers, for making this a time to show care and 

concern for those in our community who are having a difficult time finding housing 

and work. Our families from November and February have moved into their new 

homes and are grateful for your care when they needed it the most. 

Please consider volunteering for this worthy endeavor next November, when we will 

again be hosting families. 

X  X  X  X  X  X  X 

Presbyterian Women are pleased to announce the upcoming 2015-2016 PW 

Coordinating Team: 

Moderator: Judy Cundiff 

Moderator-elect: Nan Jones 

Secretary: Lois Sill 

Treasurer: Gail Williams 

Historian: Lib Gage 

Birthday Luncheon: Aleta Robinson and Nancy Stone 

Cares & Concerns: Stephanie Scott 

Christian Action Ministry: Eva Henry and Linda Gahan 

Columbia Friendship Circle: Cathy McInnis 

Honorary Life Membership: Kathy Hughes, Pansy Duke, Eva Henry, and 

 Marcia Sherman 

Mission Haven/Safe Harbor: Susan Beckwith, Joan Dixon and Gensie Waldrop 

New Membership: Cynthia Gravely and Betty Long 

Publicity: Mary Barron 

Retreat: Susan Brown, Jayne Fort, and Helen Wooten 

Officer Recruitment: Linda Gahan
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6//1 Bo Crader 
 Julie DuBose 
 Joy Newton 

6/2 Margee Greagan Menin 
 Jessica Moyles 
 Brian Mueller 
 Marge Olthoff 

6/3 Betsy Mudge  
 Cody Satzger 

6/4 Judson McKinney 
 Tony Rutland 

6/5 Shelly Burchfield 
 Lochlan McLaurin 
 Marcia Sherman 

6/6 Kip Bagley 
 Clinta Moore 

6/7 June Davis  

6/9 Rebecca Ackerman 
 Reid Smith 

6/10 Andy Kwist 
 Betsy Mays 
 Cathy Olker 

6/11 Chuck Cruickshank 
 Erika Hays 
 Meri Kate Marcum 
 Chryssa Rutland 

6/12 Cheryl Trammell 

6/13 Grace Hawthorne 
 Putt Jacks 
 Frank Van Lenten 

6/14 Matt Moore 
 Chuck Sisson 

6/15 Jackie Martin 

6/16 Helen Adams 
 Paige Durham 
 Virginia Ellis 
 Cynthia Gravely 
 Phyllis Gutptill 
 Cooper Hays 

 Courtney Money 

6/17 Eddie Chavis 
 Ellen Torrence 

6/18 Joann Daugherty 
 Cyndi Davis 
 Larry McCullough 
 Cathy Spragins 

6/19 Jean Greene 
 Ann Howard 

6/20 Dylan Barker 
6/21 Ron Hughes 
 George Polk 

6/22 Ben Smith 
 Jacquie Worley 

6/24 Harrison Wetsel 
 Wes Worley 

6/25 Lisbeth Crowther 
 Audrey Thompson 

6/26 Leanne Broome 
 Marilyn Ingalls 

6/26 Mario Muzii 

6/27 Steve Martin 
 Amanda Stevenson 

6/28 Robin Weeks 
 Sydney Weeks 

6/29 Mac Bartels 
 Claire Caskey 

6/30 Sarah DuBose 
 Rob Key 
 Robin Smith 
 Raymond Wooten 

 

 

 

 

 

6/1 Bill & Joanne Nisonger 

6/3 Craig & Camille Horton 

6/4 Don & Janna McKale 

6/5 Paul & Debbie Durland 

6/6 Bill & Amelia Alexander 
 Claire & Frances Caskey 

6/7 Fred & Karen Shepherd  

6/9 Henry & Judy Melton 
 Mark & Mary Morrison 

6/10 Chuck & Laura Conrad 

6/11 Bruce & Harriett Salley 
 John & Marcia Sherman 

6/12 Ed & Marilyn Ingalls 
 Roger & Jo Ann Koonce 

 

6/13 Frank & Rita Van Lenten 

6/14 Jerry & Jean Greene 
 Elbert & Nancy Horton 
 Art & Gail Williams 

6/15 Jerry & Joyce Christenbury 
 Guy & Mavis Sabin 

6/16 Marshall & Blythe Smith 

6/17 David & Libby Hendricks 

6/18 Larry & Cindy Sloan 

6/19 Bob & Nan Jones 
 Jim & Lou Phillips 
 Barry & Aleta Robinson 

6/20 John & Sally Martin 
 Tom & Cathy McInnis 

6/21 Gus & Clarice Gustafson 

6/22 Carl & Teresa Hollingsworth 
 Wes & Jacquie Worley 
 Josh & Allison Young 

6/23 Jim & Mary Dusenberry 

6/25 Jack & Cathy Olker 
 Bob & Beth Wilkinson 

6/26 Hugh & Nancy Spitler 

6/27 Bob & Susan Brown 
 Dave & Char Harvey 
 Bruce & Laurel Whisler 
 Bob & Eva Williamson 

6/29 Gaston & Lib Gage 
 Riley & Carol Johnson 

6/30 Joe & Nancy Lamping 
 Ben & Linda Wofford 
 Mike & Amy Worley 

 4:30 pm Building & Grounds Ministry—Conference Room 
 7:00 pm Personnel & Program Support Ministry—Conf. Rm. 

 7:15 pm Chancel Choir—Sanctuary 

 7:00 pm APNC Meeting—Conference Room 

 10:00 am Construction Meeting—Conference Room 
 6:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal—Sanctuary - Duncan/Fields 

 10:00 am Bob Wigger Memorial Service—Cascades 
 6:00 pm Duncan/Fields Wedding 

 8:30 am Worship Service—Tartan Hall 
 10:30 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 

 9:00 am Vacation Bible School - First Baptist - Clemson 

 5:00 pm Folk Dancing—Tartan Hall 
 6:30 pm Worship Ministry—Conference Room 
 6:30 pm Finance Ministry—Club Room 

 7:15 pm Chancel Choir—Sanctuary 

 8:30 am Worship Service—Tartan Hall 
 10:30 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 

 5:00 pm Folk Dancing—Tartan Hall 

 7:00 pm Session Meeting—Club Room 

 7:15 pm Chancel Choir—Sanctuary 

 7:00 pm  APNC Meeting—Conference Room 

 5:30 pm Wedding Rehearsal—Sanctuary - McCormick/Allen 

 5:00 pm McCormick/Allen Wedding 

 4:00 am Sr. High Youth Mission Trip—Colorado 
 8:30 am Worship Service—Tartan Hall 
 10:30 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 

 5:00 pm Folk Dancing—Tartan Hall 
 5:30 pm Membership Meeting—Conference Room 

 10:00 am 1st Grade & Younger Event — Club Room 
 2:00 pm 2nd—5th Grader Fellowship — Glazed 
 7:15 pm Chancel Choir—Sanctuary 

 5:30 pm Membership Meeting—Conference Room 

 10:00 am Construction Meeting—Conference Room 

 8:30 am Worship Service—Tartan Hall 
 10:30 am Worship Service—Sanctuary 
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It is a time of new beginnings at Fort Hill Presbyterian Church! A new building project is underway to freshen and update the 

campus, and with it are new programs and opportunities to expand our spiritual lives, stretching beyond our comfort zones by 

personally serving the less fortunate. Our Mission Outreach is up and moving, seeking to send teams from Fort Hill to care for our 

global families in need. We have planned several trips at locations near home or abroad for this year, giving those of you who wish 

to take your commitment to serve Christ up another level. Prepare to be blessed and transformed! 

Our first team, lead by Larry Sloan, visited Terrier Rouge, Haiti to experience first hand the work of Bethlehem Ministry, its medical 

clinic and school, and farms. The team members were Larry and Cindy Sloan, Jim London, Art and Gail Williams, and Mary Barron. 

Trey Scott, the Co-Director of Bethlehem Ministry, from Athens, GA accompanied us. We brought with us a donation from our 

church that helped build a house, paint a house, and provide enough food to feed hundreds of impoverished Haitians. We 

received the gift of sharing the culture of the Haitians, slowing our pace to go with the flow, taking time to enjoy the curiosity and 

exuberance of the children at the school, listening to the marching band practice, walking the dusty paths in the company of goats 

and pigs, listening to the background sounds of conversations of folks sitting and visiting in the shade of the trees, and having 

leisurely mealtime conversations with Father Bruno. We smiled a lot. 

There is so much to share! Father Bruno, a native Haitian and retired Episcopal priest, shared his vision for the school at 

Bethlehem Ministry with other like-minded individuals in 2002, and now the school serves nearly 900 students, with 80 more 

enrolled for next fall. Next year they will graduate the first class to attend all 13 grades, beginning with a Montessori 3-year old 

class to age 17. The school (Saint Barthelemy Center), located in Terrier Rouge (population 12,000), operated solely on its own 

solar-powered electricity to the town. Terrier Rouge now has wells in the town with pumps for gathering water, but still has no 

running water or sewers available to the homes. 

On the day we arrived to Bethlehem Ministry we met Melissa Hamlin, a new Co-Director of Clinique Esperance et Vie, the medical 

clinic. She took us on a tour of the facility that housed examination rooms, waiting and recovery areas, a pharmacy, and rooms for 

eye and dental care. All of this was built after 2002 when Father Bruno bought the property. Our Fort Hill Medical Eye Mission with 

Dr. Bob Brown and his team did eye surgeries here several years ago. The rooms in the clinic are furnished with donations from a 

host of benefactors and congregations who are helping to improve the health of the Haitian people. While we were there we 

learned of needs for stabilizing the rack holding the clinic’s water supply, and saw evidence of the need for a qualified electrician 

to clean up the junction box (yikes!). They also need air conditioners, gutters installed, and a large storage room cleaned and 

organized. A mission team coming later in May will bring needed blinds to keep the rooms cooler. 

The need for a school, medical clinic, and industries to employ the workforce in this area inspired Father Bruno to work for change 

and empower his fellow Haitians. We were able to visit the Ngo irrigated farm crops project t, the Jatrofa Project for planting trees 

whose seeds yield oil for soaps, the Heifer International Project goats, and the farm for growing plants, the fiber from which 

Haitian craftswomen weave to make goods for resale. 

Knowing beforehand that we would be painting, we brought paint supplies with us to paint a house in Terrier Rouge. The house 

was built from donations to Bethlehem Ministry and housed a three-generation family. Previously the whole family had lived in 

their approximately 12’x12’ house made of sticks and mud with a dirt floor. We engaged the family members to share the joy of 
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painting their home with us, one participant at a time, and soon had the whole family painting! It was a great, very happy 

experience for all involved!! 

Early in our trip, Father Bruno took us to see the houses that Bethlehem Ministry had built in town. Often on the property was the 

original stick home that had previously sheltered them. At one house, with a yard filled with young children, the grandmother of the 

family continued to inhabit the stick house, while the daughter, her husband, and her 7 children moved into the new house. 

Father Bruno confided that he had made a big mistake because the result was that grandmother felt quite a bit of unhappiness 

and jealousy. He told us that he already had $2,500 to cover half of the construction cost for a new house for grandmother, and 

wondered if we might divert $1,500 of the $3,500 we brought for food relief to add to the house fund. We talked it over and 

agreed to the proposal. A day or two before we were to leave, Father Bruno took us to the house site. The children all smiled, 

jumped up and down, and one even clapped to see us. We soon found out why. The stick house was gone, and in its place were 

men diffing the foundation for a new home. A transformed grandmother hugged Gail and smiled at us, obviously thrilled with the 

result. The last day of our trip we returned to see cement footings poured, cement blocks, sand, cement and rocks delivered. My 

guess was that life improved on many levels in that close community when Grand”mamma” was happy. 

With the remaining $2,000 we brought with us, our donation bought enough rice, oil, salted herring, and pasta noodles for us to 

feed in excess of 350 families for many meals. We packed and distributed the food to groups in Phaeton, Grand Bassin, and two 

groups in different areas of Terrier Rouge. Father Bruno went to the local leader in the area, asked for help in identifying the most 

impoverished, had the leader give out coupons to them, and when we arrived, those with coupons were able to redeem the food 

with them. The process was orderly and fair. 

While we were at Bethlehem Ministry, we had a wonderful church service on Sunday led by Father Bruno, and daily devotions each 

morning led by our team members in turn. I must say, however, that even if we had not been studying God’s word together, it was 

obvious that His Presence was working in this place. The scrubbed and shining faces of the children at the school; the earnest and 

enthusiastic efforts of the members of the band at band practice; the wonderful young men, Edward Josef and Lenaud and his 

brother, who assisted us in many ways; Madam Bruno and Dominique who made our stay so comfortable; and Father Bruno who 

quietly orchestrated our experience in Haiti, all radiated the love of God. Wherever I go, when I hear the popular tune that the 

band practiced all week, I will be transported back in time to Haiti. For our family at Fort Hill Presbyterian, and the peoples in Haiti 

and around the world, may we always have the assurance that God will, “Stand by Me”. 

                 Mary Barron, FHPC Mission Outreach team member 

In the evenings we had time to reflect on what we had accomplished that day, and talked about the ways our church could help 

Bethlehem Ministry and this impoverished nation of Haiti 

 Join us on a return trip and experience Haiti, extending the love of our church to those less fortunate. 

 For $5,000 we can build a house from concrete blocks with a concrete floor. 

 For $300 we can send a child to school, pay for the uniform, lunch, books, tuition, and medical care. 

Items needed: water bottles, carafes for the kitchen, long cotton dresses, cotton shirts for men and women, shorts for children, 

underwear and socks for children, soccer balls. 

Bethlehem Ministry is a 501(c) Corporation. If you wish to make a donation, send your donations to:  

PO Box 48387, Athens, GA 30604 
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