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Ok, I know, you may be sick of all the Star Wars hype, but stay with me. We 

have been using the titles of the Star Wars movies this season as we 

journey to Bethlehem. The final group to arrive there in Bethlehem was the 

wise men (Matthew 2:1-12) from the East. The arrival of the wise men or 

magis (actually, Persian fire priests) who expect a savior kicks off or 

inaugurates the kingdom of God. The appearance of a comet in this period 

was a sign of political upheaval which is why Herod gets nervous and hunts 

Jesus down. Epiphany, when we celebrate this revelation of God’s Son to the 

non-Jews is the start of a whole new world. A new force awakens in the 

world. The Kingdom of God has come near in the person of Jesus, the child 

Christ. The Savior of the world, and all peoples, was born. God had 

promised to Abraham that he would be blessed with descendants as many 

as the number of stars in the sky. And his peple would be a blessing to the 

“nations” (meaning Gentiles, all peoples). 

We will celebrate Epiphany (the 13th day after 

Christmas) on Sunday, January 3. As a new year 

is inaugurated, each of you will receive a new 

“star word” something to guide you into the 

new year. We did this a couple of years ago. 

Chuck Cruickshank drew the star with the word 

“venture”. Having lost his beloved wife, Betty,  

he was curious what that meant. But each time something new happened 

in his life, he would report in that he had a new “venture”. He sold a home, 

moved to Clemson Downs, made new friends, and started a new garden. 

He reported in each time what God was doing in his life. It was fun to see 

how his word became real or to be Biblical “the word was made flesh.” 

What new thing is God doing in your life? Come on January 3 and pick your 

star word and see how God might guide and direct you into this New Year. 

May God bless you and Fort Hill Church this new year. 

Peace, 

Laura Smith Conrad, Pastor 

Joining together on a journey of Christian faith, we seek to be Disciples of Christ and 

to share God’s love in our community and around the world. 

We do this as we Glorify God, Grow Disciples, Meet Human Needs. 
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The deadline for announcements, 
articles, and features for the  

January issue of The Window is  
Friday, January 15, 2016  

Please email your item as a 
Microsoft Word document to  

the church office at 
window@forthillchurch.org  

or type the item directly into your 
email and send. If you don’t have 

access to a computer, you can 
leave the item in Lori Houck’s 

box in the FHOG office. 

1/3 2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 

  Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20;  

 Eph. 1:3-14; John 1: (1-9), 10-18 
 

1/10 Baptism of the Lord 

 Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17; 

 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

1/17 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10; 1 Cor. 
 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
 

1/24 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19; 
 1 Cor. 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
 

1/31 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 1 Cor.  

 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

2016! A new year! With new days and new months! Birthdays come around again 

whether we want them to or not. The season of Lent and the glorious celebration of 

Easter repeat. Events are already scheduled in my life with an annual choir festival; 

precious grandchildren due to arrive; possible vacation times. But for some, a new 

year means being without a special loved one; or the beginning of treatments or 

surgeries not planned. 

In all things—whether planned or unplanned—God is the same yesterday, today 

and forever, no matter what year it is. Hebrews 13:8 tells us that, and it is assuring. I 

remember an older minister and his wife who retired to my hometown when I was 

a young teen. He was not a native of Iva, but she had grown up there. I was 

enthralled by him—his large stature, his booming speaking and singing voice, and 

by the unlit cigar he chewed on! (I couldn’t understand how that could taste good, 

but we’ll save that for another discussion!) The thing I will always remember about 

the Sundays he preached is that he opened or closed every service with the text—

God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. That repetition allowed me to 

believe it and trust in it always. 

In our Lessons and Carols service in December, the choir, accompanied by organ, 

brass, and percussion, did a piece that we bring back every few years entitled The 

Dream Isaiah Saw. It is moving and powerful. The words are a paraphrase by Dr. Tom 

Troeger of Isaiah 11, and the recurring refrain talks about what Isaiah saw and how 

the coming of the Christ child would remedy it. The last time we sang the refrain, it 

ended with this text—”Little child, whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my 

heart. Bring the dream Isaiah saw—knowledge, wisdom, worship, awe!” That little 

child of Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrated a week ago—is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever; full of knowledge, wisdom, worship, and awe! 

Rest and find comfort in that assurance as a new year and opportunities abound. 

      Smiling-n-Singing 

      

 

At the end of the month, members of the Chancel Choir will go to Festival by the 

Sea in Charleston for our sixth year. Those attending will be Charles and Mary 

Barron; Mark and Sarah Morrison; Chip and Diane Egan; Garland Gravely; John 

Sherman; Cindy Sloan; Marlene Nicholas; Charlotte Gruosso; Jim Roberts; and 

Laurel Whisler. 

Advent season passed too quickly! I hope everyone found time to enjoy special 

moments with family, loved ones and friends. One of the Advent messages dear to 

me is Room for a Little One. The message found in this story reminds us to be 

caring and loving to those in need. Our congregation is always mindful of the needs 

of others as exhibited by the response in providing Christmas food baskets. You are 

urged to continue this spirit of involvement and compassion as you plan your 

schedule for the 2016 year. Please remember to make time to honor the Special 

Little One God sent to lead us. Join in the activities of worship, fellowship, learning, and 

service with your Fort Hill family. Bring friends with you. There is always room for 

one more. 

Thank you to all who planned and participated in Angel Vespers, Gift Day, Christmas 

food baskets, decorating the church, caroling, sharing musical talents, leaving 

special notes around the church and on cars, Advent Readers, and Christmas Eve 

services. So many people made this season special. Please see January and 

February dates on the next page. 

Many wishes for happiness, health, and hospitality during 2016. 

 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

 Chuck, Laura, Avery & Hallie 
Conrad in the death of Charles 
Conrad on November 30, 2015. 

 Laura Hunter and family in the 
death of Laura’s sister, Leslie 
Manuel on December 10 in 
Woodruff, SC. 

 The family of Duaine Wigger who 

died December 13 in Greenville, SC. 

 Lee Churchfield and family in the 

death of Lee’s nephew, Tim 
Gillerlain, in Pennsylvania. 

mailto:window@forthillchurch.org
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Pastor on Call 
1/3 Mary Morrison 
1/10 Laura Conrad 
1/17 Mary Morrison  
1/24 Laura Conrad 
1/31 Mary Morrison 
 

Elder at the Font—8:30 Service 
1/3 Michael Bailey 
1/10 Megan Chavis 
1/17 Bob Jones 
1/24 Tina Mostertz 
1/31 Bill Cato 
 

Elder at the Font—10:45 Service 
1/3 Charles Barron 
1/10 Avery Conrad 
1/17 Jay Jones 
1/24 Chloe Satzger 
1/31 George Dunkelberg 
 

Infant - Infant/Toddler 
1/3 Aleta Robinson 
1/10 Marcia Barker 
1/17 Audrey Thompson 
1/24 Katherine Cason 
1/31 Ellen Torrence 
 

2  & 3 Year Old Nursery 
1/3 Amy Worley 
1/10 Katie Schoonover 
1/17 Donna McCubbin 
1/24 Nancy Oates 
1/31 Melissa Cason 
 

4/-5 Year Old Nursery 
1/3 Jacqui Hudak 
1/10 Katie Wilson 
1/17 Emily Bartels 
1/24 Janet Johnson 
1/31 Eddie & Megan Chavis 

Many thanks go to those of you who brought donations for the Clinton Presbyterian 
Community residents. Your gifts helped to brighten up their holidays! 

Each year we honor a member of our church with the Honorary Life Membership 
Award at our annual PW Birthday Luncheon. This award is given to a dedicated 
Christian whose witness, long and dedicated service, and spiritual influence in our 
community reflect the love of God and His church. Prayerfully consider the 
Presbyterian woman (or man) you would like to nominate for her (his) outstanding 
lifetime contributions to Fort Hill Presbyterian Church. Nomination forms are located 
on the window ledge outside of the FHOG office, or you may get a form from a current 
HLM Committee member (listed below). A list of past recipients of this award is 
displayed on two wooden plaques hanging in the covered arcade beside the sanctuary. 
Please give serious consideration to nominating someone for this award. Nomination 
forms are due by January 11, 2016.  

The HLM Committee: Kathy Hughes, Pansy Duke, Eva Henry, and Marcia Sherman 

Mark your calendars now for our Winter Retreat on Saturday, January 23, 

2016, 9:30am—3:00pm at Keowee Key Lakeside Activity Center, Lakeview 

Room. The cost of $20 includes a soup and salad lunch. Checks should be made 
out to FHPC Presbyterian Women with “retreat” on the memo line.  

Ready to be inspired and renewed? Come and join us for our annual January retreat 

designed with you in mind! Our guest speaker is Patricia Sprinkle, Presbyterian 

elder, author, and humanitarian. Her topic is “God’s Women Dream Big”. Get your 
name on the list by contacting Jayne Fort at 944-0347, Susan Brown at 654-6625, 

or Helen Wooten at 654,4201. 

This retreat is open to ALL WOMEN of our church. You do not need to be a member 

of a circle to attend. We want every woman hungry for fellowship and spiritual 
renewal to come and join us for this soul-nourishing event! 

 January 11, 2016 Deadline for Honorary Life Membership Applications 

 January 23, 2016 PW Retreat 

    Submitted by Mary Barron, PW Publicity Chairman 

    mb1cb1@bellsouth.net or (864) 885-9342 

Sunday, January 3 Bridge Classes resume (9:45) 

Sunday, January 3 Bible presentation to 2nd & 3rd graders during Worship 

Sunday, January 10 Bible Class begins for 2nd & 3rd graders 

Saturday, January 30 Service project and bowling 

Snow Tubing anyone? 

April 29th—May 1st Church Retreat at Montreat 

June 20th—24th Vacation Bible School 

 Men of the Church, Tuesday, January 5, 
8:00 am at Paws Diner, Hwy 123 

toward Seneca across from 
Bountyland Exxon for breakfast. They 
will expect us and provide a separate 

area for us. In addition, we are 
planning on three or four evening 
meets a year, with dinner, and a 

speaker that would be attractive to our 
younger members and their sons. We 

want to encourage young boys in 
particular to come with their fathers 
and enjoy an all male atmosphere. A 

number of our current members 
remember starting their association 

with Men of the Church in that fashion 
and it had a positive influence on their 

lives. Meeting times are in a state of 
flux due to reconstruction, but we will 

keep you informed. 
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 8:30 am Worship Service — Tartan Hall 
 9:30 am The Bridge Faith Formation Groups 
10:45 am Worship Service — Sanctuary 
 4:30 pm Middle School Youth Group  
 6:00 pm Senior High Youth Group  
 6:00 pm PSA Dinner & Program — PSA Student Center 

 9:30 am Staff Meeting — Conference Room 

 7:15 pm Foothills Chorale — Choir Room 

 6:15 pm Children’s Choirs (K-3rd grade) — Room E208 
 6:15 pm Chancel Bells — Choir Room 
 6:45 pm Children/MS Choir (4th—8th grades) — Room E208 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir — Choir Room 

 7:00 pm Young Adult Bible Study — Spitlers’ home 
 

Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm and Friday at 12:30 pm in Room A104 of the Admin Building Basement. 

 4:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal—Scott-Guthrie 

 3:30 pm Wedding— Jillian Scott & Stuart Guthrie 

 

  Home Communion 

 12:15 pm PW Circle 1 — Club Room 
 3:00 pm PW Circle of Hope — Club Room 
 4:00 pm Brownie Meeting — Room E209 

 8:00 am Men of the Church Breakfast — Paws Diner 
 7:00 pm Personnel & Program Meeting — Conference Rm 
 7:00 pm Fellowship Meeting — Club Room 
 7:30 pm Foothills Chorale — Choir Room 

 4:00 pm Officer Training Class — Club Room 

 
 9:30 am PW Trinity Circle — Club Room 
 4:00 pm Brownies — Room E209 
 5:00 pm Christian Action Meeting — Conference Room 
 6:00 pm Children’s Ministry Meeting — Cooper Room 

 12:00 pm Staff Lunch 

 5:00 pm Christian Education Meeting— Room E208 

 5:00 pm Girl Scouts— Club Room 

 5:30 pm University Ministry Meeting—PSA Center 

 5:45 pm Music Ministry Meeting—Conference Room 

 6:30 pm Worship Ministry Meeting—Conference Room 

 6:30 pm Finance Meeting—Club Room 

 7:30 pm PW Circle 2—Library 

 4:00 pm Mission Committee Meeting—Club Room  

 9:00 am Mt. Zion Session Meeting—Conference Room 

 3:30 pm Officer Training—Club Room 

  Martin Luther King Holiday—Church Offices Closed 

 9:30 am PW Coordinating Team Meeting—Club Room 

 7:00 pm Session Meeting—Club Room 

 12:00 pm Pastors Lunch at Clemson Downs  

9:00 am AGO Meeting—Tartan Hall 
 9:00 am NAMI—Cooper Room 
 9:30 am PW Winter Retreat—Keowee Key 

 11:45 pm Deacon’s Meeting 
 1:00 pm NAMI—Cooper Room 
 4:00 pm Officer Training—Club Room 

4:00 pm Brownie Meeting — Room E209 

 5:00 pm Girl Scouts— Club Room 

Choir Festival—Charleston 

9:00 am NAMI—Cooper Room 

1:00 pm NAMI—Cooper Room 
 4:00 pm Officer Training—Club Room 
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Through November, total income was $828,413 while expenses were $744,106 for a surplus of $84,307. Overall expenses are at 

80% of budget, while income is at 89.2%. As you can see, income is approximately 2.5% below budget while expenses are at 
11% below budget. Session ministry chairs are doing a great job of managing expenses, and not being fully staffed is 

contributing to the budget surplus. Your continued financial support is needed for Fort Hill to sustain its ministries to members, 

community, and around the world. 

Bridging Generations Update: Pledge giving for the month was $35,700.93. Non-pledge giving was $10,870.41, undesignated 

memorial gifts were $1,150 and interest income was $1.26 for a total of $47,722.60. Total income year to date is $743,776.51. 
Total expenses year to date: $1,722,542.51. 

 

1/1 Zander Graff 

1/2 Susan Brown 
 Jennifer Dickerson 
 David Durham 

1/3 Mills Deaton 
 Jayne Fort 

1/4 Michael Blackwell 
 Parker Crum 

1/6 Blair Bolen 
 Mollie Faithful 
 Gene Johnson 
 Barbara Madison 
 Donna McCubbin 

1/7 Jo Ann Koonce 

1/8 Elizabeth Artigliere 
 Lynette Sefick 

1/9 Eva Henry 
 Betty Pettigrew 
 Karen Shepherd 

1/11 Dick Bledsoe 
 Cooper Littlejohn 

1/11 Henry Marcum 
 Beth Smith 

1/12 Gus Gustafson 

1/13 Karen Burg 
 Derick Durham 
 Rose Ross 

1/14 Angie Winchester 

1/15 Will Cundiff 
 Ross Davis 
 Mary Limber  

1/16 Mary Elizabeth Freeman 
 Polly Peters 

1/17 Kitty Alverson  

1/18 Bonnie Lanier 
 Mimi Thomas 

1/19 Ashley Jarrett 
 Jay Kennedy 
 Lucas Money 

1/20 Cindy Deaton 
 Carol Johnson 
 Rita Van Lenten 
 Kyle Weeks 

1/21 Harriett Salley 

1/22 Michelle Blackwell 
 Lachlan MacRae 

1/23 Diane Carnes 
 Sarah Thomas 

1/24 Reel Adams 
 Britt Alexander 
 Beth Durham 
1/24 Jane Polk 
 Hunter SInclair 

1/25 Gail Rabai 

1/26 Ever Deaton 
 Terrie Jarrett 
 Pete Smith 
 Kristen Smith 
 Jack Stevenson 

1/27 Pat Cowden 

1/28 Bill Thompson 

1/29 Joan Alexander 
 Harold Cheatham 

1/31 Carole Kohlmayer 
 Sue Limber 
 Randy White 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1/1 Jerry & Beth Chapman 

1/2 Gene & Janet Johnson 

1/8 Bradley & Meredith Lecroy 
 Trevor & Marie Turner 

1/10 Steve & Susan Best 

1/24 Bill & Audrey Thompson 

1/26 Jack & Billie Jackson 



Non-Profit Organization 

US POSTAGE PAID 

Clemson, SC 

Permit #11 

101 Edgewood Avenue 

Clemson, SC 29631 

(864) 654-2061 

www.forthillchurch.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

When I first arrived at Clemson at the beginning of this semester, I was completely 

terrified, as I’ve come to find that most freshmen are. I had two of my best friends, Ashley 

and Bia, come to school with me, but I still wondered how I was going to make any friends 

or how I was going to survive away from home. The First Friday Festival was when the 

three of us first met anyone at PSA. Ashley and Bia said that we had to stop and talk to 

them, because they had heard about PSA through their church in Anderson and were 

really interested in joining. I was very apprehensive, because I had been raised in Baptist 

churches and had only been to one Presbyterian service in my life; I thought there was no 

way these people would accept me into their community, but boy was I wrong. 

The second I met everyone there that day, I felt extremely comfortable and welcome. And 

even when I spilled food all over “the brand new carpet!” at the first PSA dinner, everyone 

just laughed and said that it’s bound to happen at some point. I had never felt so welcome 

into a church community before, so I took the opportunity and ran with it. The three of us 

have been going to PSA every Sunday afternoon since, and have come to view the PSA 

center as a home away from home while we’re at school. We joined the music group, go 

to freshmen Bible study every Tuesday, and now I’m writing this article, because I thought 

everyone should know just how much this group has meant to me. My faith has been 

growing, I have already made some lifelong friendships, and so many memories that it is 

hard to believe I still have three and a half years to go! Everyone at PSA means so much to 

me, it would be quite a task to mention them all individually, but I would like to say thank 

you to everyone. You guys have become my Clemson family and I couldn’t be more 

grateful to you all. I’m so glad that I decided to join you at PSA, because I honestly don’t 

know what I’d be doing without you. 

Freshmen Bible Study members 

and University Ministry Intern, 

Maggie Alsup 



   
2015 Advent and Christmas Decorations 

 
 
 

Poinsettias are given by: 
 Doug and Lynn Carlson in memory of Doug’s parents and Lynn’s father; and in honor of Lynn’s mother 
 The Conrad Family in memory of our parents, Carroll and Joyce Smith; Charles Conrad; and in 

    honor of Linda Conrad 
 Lee and Linda Davis in memory of our parents, Albert and Irma Davis; Henry and Anne Stover 
 Ann Howard in memory of Barbara Templeton, my mother 
 Will, Beth, Billy, Rees and Miller Gregory in memory of Maggi McCrorey; and in honor of George 

    and Margaret Ann Rodgers, Bill and Caye Gregory 
 Craig and Camille Horton in honor of our children: Ebb, Dorothy, and James 
 Betty Pettigrew in memory of Allen Pettigrew; in honor of my children, Tom Friedlob Jr. and 
                 Elizabeth Rhoads 
 Maggie Alsup in memory of Alvin and Irene Alsup; James O. and Margaret Melton; in honor  

     of PSA Students 
 Jack and Billie Jackson in honor of The Guardian Ad Litem Program 
 Chuck Cruickshank in memory of Betty Cruickshank; in honor of Jim, Donna, and Corey McCubbin 
 Jim, Donna, and Corey McCubbin in memory of Betty Cruickshank; in honor of Chuck Cruickshank 
 Bob and Becky Fant in honor of our grandson, Coan Nelson 
 Gene and Janet Johnson in honor of Pansy Duke  
 Robert Key in memory of Kathryn Key; in honor of Sam Key 

Lisbeth, Jake and Pete Crowther in memory of Libby Crowther; in honor of Gaston and Lib Gage 
    by grandchildren, Gaston,  Gage, Grace Knox, Lisbeth and Jake Crowther.  
Hap and Jeannette Carr in memory of Col. and Mrs. Marvin Ellison; Dr. and Mrs. Chalmers Carr;  
    and Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dewitt  

 Donna Crader in memory of Ed and Sue Vaughn 
 Chip and Diane Egan in memory of Anne Watt, Joe Egan, and Eleanor Egan Tudo 
 The Alsup Family; Happy Birthday Maggie; Merry Christmas Fort Hill! 
 Maggie Alsup; Happy Birthday Jesus! 
 Ron, Ann, Carolina and James Rash in honor of our mothers, Sue Holder Rash and Pauline Welborn Todd 
 Marchita Culpepper in memory of her parents Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Williams 
 Raenota Merrill and family in memory of Jack Merrill, Gerry Maas, and Pauline Storm 
 Jerry and Joyce Christenbury in memory of our parents and Florence Felber; in honor of Pansy Duke 
 Susan Beckwith in honor of William (Bill) and Janet Beckwith 
 Tom and Cathy McInnis in honor of Becky Bowman, Jack and Phyl Stevenson, and Anne Anderson 
 Bob and Nan Jones in honor of Fort Hill pastors and staff 
             Blackie and Grace Cook in memory of our parents Mr. and Mrs. James Bryan Cook and Mr. and Mrs.        
                 William C. Tumlin 
 Helen Wooten in memory of Tom Wooten; in honor of our children and grandchildren 
 Bob Mixon in memory of Lou Mixon 
 The Wright Family in honor of Lena Wright 
 Cleo Gregg in memory of Otis D. Gregg 
 Bill and Tina Mostertz in memory of Alton LaVern Fogle, Sr.; Bill and Mary Mostertz 
 Don and Janna McKale in honor of Pastor Laura Conrad and her family 
 Dan, Cyndi and Ross Davis in honor of Pansy Duke  
 Bob and Eva Williamson in appreciation for Carol and Bob Stout 
 Ron and Kathy Hughes in honor of our 8 great-grandchildren 
  



   
 
 
 
 
Wreaths Are Given By: 

Hack and Cheryl Trammell in honor of our grandson Harrison Boggan Trammell 
Shane and Mary Stuart Turner in honor of Will, Mary Kate, and Luke Turner 
Jere and Rosemary Ross in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Martin and Mr. and Mrs. John E. Ross, Jr.; 
    in honor of Austin and Mary Frances Knapp, and Brian and Lauren Collie 
Garland and Cynthia Gravely in memory of Diane Gravely Lehman 

  Gregg and Cathy Morton in memory of our parents; in honor of our children and grandson 
  Clarence and Elaine Rogers in honor of our grandchildren: Katie, Ava and Vivian 

George and Margaret Ann Rodgers in honor of our grandchildren, Billy, Rees, and Miller Gregory and    
    Kellee Rodgers  

  Carolyn Stroup 
  Ron, Ann, Caroline and James Rash in memory of our fathers, James Hubert Rash and Archie Lee 

    Todd, Jr.   
  Marchita Culpepper in memory of Jim Culpepper 

Stephen, Ethel, Colin and Patrick Pettigrew in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Lucian F. Bloodworth, Mr.  
    Alan Pettigrew, Mr. and Mrs. Gaines F. Pettigrew, Mr. Frank Cayce and Mr. Bob Pettigrew; in honor 
    of Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Whitesides, and Miss Pansy Duke 

    Lin and Kay Dearing in memory of Ashley Dearing; in honor of Tripp, Lucinda, Dearing and Banks Eaves 
      John and Gayle McGregor in memory of Al and Evelyn Griffin; David and Mary McGregor; in honor  

    of Todd, Mary Frances, David and Grace West  
Polly Peters in memory of Norman Peters 

  Ron and Kathy Hughes in memory of Jeffrey Craig Ellers 
  John and Claudette Bennett in memory of our parents; Jack and Elizabeth Bennett and Claude 
      and Helen Hesse 
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