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What God does first and best and most is trust people with their moment 

in history.       ~Walter Brueggemann 

So how do you think we are doing with our moment? 

I do not know about you, but I have had to do some good self-talk as I watch how 

things are going sometimes. I can feel overwhelmed when I think about our church 

members going without paychecks or a tornado destroying a PCUSA church in 

Alabama or someone suffering from the long good-bye of dementia. I have to step 

back and ask “Laura, what is God calling you to do here and now?” Sometimes God 

gives us the gift of clarity and focus as we seek those answers. 

How you answer that question will differ. Maybe you are led to serve in a new way in 

ministry at church — even taking a risk to do something new. Maybe you are being 

called to give up a dream of what could have been for something better that God 

needs you to do. Maybe you are being called to just keep getting through this day 

and then the next. Maybe you need to stand up for yourself or someone else to 

bring dignity, wholeness, and peace. 

Collectively as Fort Hill Church we are called to ask that question “What is God calling 

us to do in our moment in history?” This is the work of discernment which falls to 

your elders whom you elected and entrusted to serve. So pray for our leaders, of all 

kinds, in that work. Two things that have emerged in the last year. 

First, we are called to “Grow Disciples” which is one part of our mission. The spiritual 

life of disciples is shaped by what we do. So we adopted Fort Hill Faith Practices, 

those habits which grow our Christian character. When you decide your call, other 

things are let go. So in order to “Pray Daily” for instance, we have to commit 

ourselves to make room for that in our lives until it is as natural as breathing. Maybe 

that means less time surfing the internet or letting go of toxic worry. A new habit 

takes the place of those things that are meaningless or unhealthy. 

Secondly, we are called to lead the way in Clemson campus ministry for the larger 

Presbyterian Church. In the coming weeks you will hear more about how we will do 

that with God’s help. We completed a wonderful renovation to make our facilities 

warm and welcoming. And now we will make a bold effort to make PSA and college 

ministry a sustainable mission for the long term. We are planted in this place for a 

purpose, and God’s call to us is to call young people to be disciples, too. Listen for 

more about our Crucial Calling campaign to invest in student ministry. 

God is trusting us with our moment in history. We have the gifts of the Spirit to serve 

in these ways. I have no doubt that years from now, we will look back and think, “I 

got to be a part of that” and be thankful. 

Thank you for your love of Christ and His Church. 

One Service Only 

Sunday, February 3 

10:45 in the Sanctuary 
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The deadline for articles, 

announcements, and features for 

the March issue of The Window is 

Friday, February 15. 

Please email your item as a 

Microsoft Word document to  

the church office at 

window@forthillchurch.org  

or type the item directly into your 

email and send. If possible, please 

keep your articles to  

500 words or less. 

2/3 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 

 1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

2/10 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Isa. 6:1-8 (9-13): Ps. 138; 

 1 Cor. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

2/17 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Jer. 17:5-10; Ps. 1; 

 1 Cor. 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 

2/24 7th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Gen. 45:3-11, 15; Ps. 37:1-11, 39-40 

 1 Cor. 15:38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38 

January flew by and here we are in February — the shortest month of the year. It is 

truly amazing how much can be packed into these 28 days — Ground Hog day; the 

birthdays of two of our presidents, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln; one of 

the most popular holidays—Valentine’s Day—where we share our love with our 

significant other along with children, grandchildren, and others. Youth Sunday will be 

on February 3 and new officers will be ordained and installed on February 24. 

I truly am thankful for all of these special days. There is a reminder of special people, 

special memories, important times in our lives. It’s easy to rush past these days and 

times with just “doing” and getting it all over with and not taking into account who, 

why, and what it all means. I hope to be more intentional with each day and be 

conscious of what is precious and meaningful. 

Take time to breathe deep the breath of God. Share a hug. Send a card. Call someone 

you have been thinking about to say hello. Show someone how much you appreciate 

and love them. And smile at those you pass along the way. I have no doubt God will 

smile down upon you as you do! 

      Smiling-n-Singing, 

 

 

Many of our choir members attended Festival by the Sea the last weekend in January in 

Charleston. It was our 8th year to go. As always, it was a wonderful experience. Those 

attending this year were: Charles & Mary Barron, Mark & Robbi Stokes, Mark, Mary, & 

Sarah Morrison, Tom & Connie Lawrence, Marlene Nicholas, Cindy Sloan, Charlotte 

Gruosso, John Sherman, Keith & Risse Snelgrove, and Raymond & Margaret MacKay. 

to approve Pastors’ Terms of Call 

and hear a report from Session to 

the Congregation. 

Have you ever wondered how the bread and juice for 

10:45 communion gets to the table every month? 

You might not realize there is a Communion Team of a 

few volunteers who rotate throughout the year to make 

sure communion goes as smoothly as possible. We are 

now in need of a few more volunteers on our team and 

are hoping a few of you have the time to help out about 

three weekends a year. Communion months alternate 

between intinction and trays, so here’s a brief description 

of what’s involved for each one. 

Intinction Service — Prep work involves purchasing the juice and bread loaves. Whole 

loaves of bread are wrapped for the choir, balcony, and front stations; chalices are filled 

with juice. After service is over communion items are taken back to the sacristy, plates 

and chalices are cleaned, and linens taken home to wash and iron for the next month. 

*Pottery pitcher, chalices, and plates are used for the intinction services. 

Traditional Tray Service — Prep work involves purchasing the juice and gluten free 

bread. The bread is cubed and placed on silver trays, juice poured in individual cups. 

Stacks of silver trays are placed on the table in the front. After service is over 

communion items are taken back to the sacristy, silver items wiped clean, linen taken 

home to wash and iron for the next month. *Silver pitcher, chalice, and stacking tray 

sets are used for the traditional tray service. 

The Communion Team is currently Beth & Jerry Chapman, Robin Denny, Pam & Jerry 

Waddle, Lauren Young, and Suzan Simmons. 

If you are willing to volunteer, love paying attention to detail, and have about two hours 

a few weekends a year, we would love to welcome you to our group. Please email 

Suzan@alumni.clemson.edu for more detailed information. 

 

mailto:window@forthillchurch.org
mailto:suzan@alumni.clemson.edu
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Pastor on Call 
2/3 Laura Conrad 

2/10 Dana Waters 

2/17 Mary Morrison 

2/24 Laura Conrad 

Elder at the Font—8:30 Service 
2/3 No Service 

2/10 Michael Steele 

2/17 Art Williams 

2/24 LeAnne Greene 

Elder at the Font—10:45 Service 

2/3 Katherine Whisler 

2/10 Hack Trammell 

2/17 Josh Young 

2/24 Elyse Hollingsworth 

Dana 

“Ah, Lord God,” I said, “I don’t know how to speak because I’m only a child.” The Lord 

responded, “Don’t say, ‘I’m only a child.’ Where I send you, you must go; what I tell you, you 

must say.”  —  Jeremiah 1:6-7 

There are few ways that a congregation can show its love, its support, and especially its 

trust of the youth in the church quite like giving them the opportunity to lead worship 

for the whole community. Think about that for a moment. Where else in our world do 

we hand the microphone over to children? To teenagers? Where else can their voice be 
heard clearly and without pushback from us adults who think we know best? 

I think there is something Kingdom–like that happens whenever we let our children lead 

us in worship. One of our texts for Youth Sunday this year includes the passage above 

from Jeremiah. He, too, had let the world convince him that he was too young to be a 

prophet, too young to have anything to say. Or so he thought. 

God, as we know, had great plans in mind for Jeremiah and did not see his young age as 

a disqualifier. “Don’t say, ‘I’m only a child.’ ” Many stories throughout Scripture attest to 

God making a new way in the world through the hands and voices of young people. I 

imagine even the 30-year-old Jesus received a few snide comments about his age from 
the experienced religious scholars of his day. 

We would do well to listen when our children speak, for they may be declaring the Word 

of God. And if you have an interest in seeing God speak through young people, I invite 

you to join us for Youth Sunday on February 3. But be warned! They may look like 
children, but they speak like prophets. 

Joyfully, 

Registration packets available in 
the FHOG office: 

February 1 

Registration opens to Church 
members on: 

February 1 

Public registration in the Church 
Narthex on: 

February 22 at 9:15 am 

Priority registration ends on: 
March 1 

Please contact Dana Armstrong, 
with any questions at 

preschool@forthillchurch.org. 

Once again, thank you to everyone 

who filled a Christ Child Box or made 

a donation to families in need. This 

year we collected 94 boxes weighing 

2,051 pounds and received financial 

gifts totaling $677.26. These gifts will 

be distributed through Clemson 

Community Care. One of their 

volunteers said that they believe this 

is one of the biggest collections they 

have ever taken in. 

mailto:preschool@forthillchurch.org
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The family of Mary Rutter who 

passed away on December 2 in 

Clemson, SC. 

Gary Mohr Sr. and Kenny & Helen 

Mohr and family on the death of 

Gary’s brother and Kenny’s uncle, 

Robert Frederick “Rick” Mohr on 

December 27 in Florida. 

Paul & Joan Borick and family on 

the death of Paul’s father, Paul Borick 

Sr., on December 30 in Clemson, SC. 

Vernie & Jim Roberts on the death 

of Vernie’s sister, Jo Willard, on 

January 1 in Chicago, IL. 

Tracy & Tommy Bolger, Jordan & 

Dylan on the death of Tracy’s 

mother Sybil Woodall on January 2 in 

Seneca, SC. 

Steve & Ethel Pettigrew and family 

on the death of Ethel’s step-mother, 

Margaret Rowland Plowden, on 

January 8 in Columbia, SC. 

Dick & Laura Shick on the death of 

Laura’s father, George DeHoff, on 

January 11 in Seneca, SC. 

Steve & Susan Best on the death of 

Susan’s father, Malcolm Knight on 

January 12 in Seneca, SC. 

Chris & Maggie Bandy and family 

on the death of Chris’ father, Joe 

Bandy, on January 20. 

 

 

Congratulations to: 

Bob & Beth Wilkinson on the birth 

of their first great-granddaughter, 

Charlotte Grace Aylward, on 

December 22 in Richmond, VA. 

Raymond & Margaret MacKay on 

the birth of their granddaughter, 

Caroline Watt Weeks, on January 18 

in Washington, DC. Proud parents 

are Paul and Tara Weeks. 

Hack & Cheryl Trammell, on the 

birth of their grandson, Holcombe 

McLean Trammell, on January 19. 

Address: 110 Baldwin Road 
 Seneca, SC 29678 

Phone: 828.772.1367 

Email: samd@clemson.edu 

Sam is a student at Clemson University. In 
his prior church, he was a Youth Group 
member, attended Montreat Youth 
Conferences, played church basketball, and 
participated in mission trips. 

Address: 5 Boatswain Way 
 Salem, SC 29676 

Phone: Gary:  863.206.5355 
 Pat:  864.719.0256 

Email: Gary:  gardner863@aol.com 
 Pat:  grammyg.gardner@gmail.com 

Gary and Pat transferred their membership 
from First Presbyterian in Winter Haven, FL. 
Gary has served as Session member, 
Building & Grounds Chair, and on Long 
Range Planning. Pat served as a Deacon, on 
the Music & Worship Committee, and in 
Handbells. Both were Choir members. 

Address: 110 Baldwin Road 
 Seneca, SC 29678 

Phone: 803.543.2728 

Email: mcdaniel.maryelizabeth@gmail.com 

In her prior church, Mary Elizabeth served 
as a nursery worker, VBS volunteer, 
member of the Youth Council, and member 
of Youth Group. 

Address: 100 Holiday West 
 Clemson, SC 29631 

Phone: Ric:  864.607.4284 
 Karen:  864.238.5763 

Email: Ric:  ricware63@gmail.com 
 Karen:  kwpinegate@gmail.com 

Ric and Karen transferred their membership 
from Marietta First Presbyterian in Marietta, 
SC. They previously served in Disaster Relief 
(food and chainsaw crew) and Habitat for 
Humanity. Karen also served as a hostess, 
Sunday School teacher, and VBS teacher. 

Address: 403 Bayberry Lane 
 Clemson, SC 29631 

Phone: 561.504.9517 

Email: marianrad@yahoo.com 

Marian transferred her membership from 
Bethesda United Presbyterian. She has 
previously served as Elder and liturgist. She 
performed in the Ice Capades and traveled 
for three years. 



Page 5 

Presbyterian Women, led by Rebecca Ackerman, will be assembling Valentine surprises for our 16 Fort 

Hill Presbyterian college students. You can help! We are doing something different this year. Instead of 

Valentine boxes we will be sending Valentines containing a $5 gift card for Starbucks, Chick-fil-A, 

or Subway (you choose which one). Please put your contribution(s) in an envelope, designate for 

“Student Valentines”, and place it in the PW Box in the FHOG office (located to the right of the entrance 

to the Administration Building), no later than Friday, February 8. The Valentines will be assembled and 

mailed to our students. Thank you for sharing the love. 

For questions, please contact Rebecca Ackerman: arebecc@clemson.edu  

Attention ALL WOMEN of Fort Hill Presbyterian Church 

Mark your calendars for our Winter Retreat on: 

Saturday, February 2 
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Richland Presbyterian Church 

Cost: $20 includes a catered lunch, tea and coffee 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Charles J. Doughtery 

“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones” 

       Proverbs 17:22 

Dr. Dougherty describes himself as a Christian humorist “who has spent the last 40+ year career in ministry bringing the healing power 

of ‘clean humor’ back to the American public.” He is an ordained Presbyterian (USA) minister (Ret.) who has conducted numerous 

retreats and workshops on the topics of the Healing Power of Human and Spiritual Healing. 

Bring along a desire to laugh out loud in celebration of this wonderful life we have, and for a time of fellowship and spiritual renewal! 

Bring a friend and join us of this soul-nourishing event! 

Get your name on the list by contacting a member of our PW Retreat Committee: 

Laurie Lefevre (864.442.5199, lefevrelaura@hotmail.com), Claudette Bennett (864.654.4820, johneb@mindspring.com), or Myra Cato 

(864.207.8765, myracato@bellsouth.net). 

The time to serve is near, and once again we need you! 

From March 3-10, Fort Hill Presbyterian Church hosts Family Promise in our church, housing and feeding families who have nowhere 

else to go but on the street. Please consider being a part of this worthwhile mission right in our own church! This successful program 

helps equip families with counseling, educational programs, life skill classes, and encouragement while they strive to find jobs, housing, 

and their independence. We provide an evening meal and shelter, and generally need up to 50 volunteers for the week. Online sign-

ups begin in early February, and a white Sign-up board will be near the FHOG office for those who prefer to use that method for 

volunteering. 

For questions, please contact Mary Barron at mb1cb1@bellsouth.net or Linda Gahan at glinda1942@gmail.com. 

When you are “Called to Serve” in some capacity of church leadership, it is a great honor! It means that your fellow members trust in your 

integrity, strength to do a job and do it well, and your example of Christ-like living that will be a model for others that are young in the faith. Yes, 

it takes a time commitment, and many of us have busy lives outside of our church, and family commitments, too! But as this New Year begins, 

think back to the times you volunteered to step up to the call, and the blessings that followed that decision! When was the last time you stepped 

out and said, “Yes, I will do it,” and felt the assurance that all you had to do was to allow God to lead the way! 

Please share who you are, your gifts, your energy, your compassion, your intelligence and your leadership with us and accept the call when it 

comes. You will enrich your life, and bless our church with your service. 

PW needs women to fill the leadership roles for 2019-2020 year! Prayerfully consider accepting your call to serve! 

 February 2 — PW Retreat 

 February 3 — Contributions due for Valentine boxes 

 March 3-10 — Family Promise 

Submitted by Mary Barron, PW Publicity Chairman, mb1cb1@bellsouth.net or (864) 885-9342 

mailto:lefevrelaura@hotmail.com
mailto:johneb@mindspring.com
mailto:myracato@bellsouth.net
mailto:mb1cb1@bellsouth.net
mailto:glinda1942@gmail.com
mailto:mb1cb1@bellsouth.net


Page 6 

 9:00 am NAMI — PW Room 

 10:00 am PW Retreat — Club Room 

  Homebound Communion 

 10:45 am One Service—Youth Sunday & Souper Bowl of Caring 

 11:45 am Discovering Faith — Club Room 

 7:00 pm Fellowship Ministry Meeting — Club Room 

 12:00 pm PW Circle 1 — Club Room 

 3:00 pm PW Circle of Hope — Clemson Downs Corley Center 

 5:30 pm Disaster/Emergency Task Force — Conference Room 

 6:30 pm Boy Scouts Court of Honor — Sanctuary/Tartan Hall 

 8:00 am Men of the Church Breakfast — Sunnyside Café 

 5:00 pm Planning Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 

 5:00 pm Mission Outreach Committee Meeting — Club Room 

 5:30 pm University Ministry Meeting — PSA Student Center 

 6:00 pm Christian Action Ministry Meeting — Library 

 7:00 pm Fellowship Ministry Meeting — Club Room 

  Personnel & Program Support — Conference Room 

  Youth Ministry Team Meeting — The Den 

 10:35 am Congregational Meeting — Sanctuary 

 12:00 pm Johnny & The Tulips Rehearsal — The Nest 

  Children’s Ministry Team Meeting — Conference Rm. 

 1:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 

 3:00 pm Confirmation Class — The Nest 

 9:30 am PW Trinity Circle — Club Room 

 12:00 pm Discipleship Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 

 3:00 pm Building & Grounds Ministry Meeting — Conf. Room 

 5:45 pm Music Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 

 6:30 pm Worship Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 

  Adult Ministry Meeting — E209 

  Finance Ministry Meeting — Club Room 

 7:30 pm PW Circle 2 (TWOesday EVEning Circle) — Library 

 9:30 am New Officer Study Session — Conference Room 

 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 

 3:00 pm Confirmation Class — The Nest 

 4:30 pm Family Fun Fellowship — Tartan Hall 

 7:00 pm Session Meeting 

 12:15 pm Pastors’ Lunch — Clemson Downs 

 8:45 am Preschool Registration — Narthex 

 9:00 am Deacon Retreat — Club Room 

 12:00 pm Johnny & The Tulips Rehearsal — The Nest 

 2:00 pm NAMI — Club Room 

 3:00 pm Confirmation Class — The Nest 

 10:00 am Crucial Calling Campaign Brunch — Club Room 

 5:30 pm Membership Meeting — Conference Room 

 7:00 pm Fellowship Meeting — Club Room 

 8:30 am Worship Service — Tartan Hall 
 9:30 am The Bridge — Faith Formation Classes 
 10:45 am Worship Service — Sanctuary 
 2:30 pm Cub Scouts — Ed. Building (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
 5:00 pm Mid-High Youth — Youth Nest 
  Senior High Youth — Youth Den 
 6:00 pm College Dinner, Worship & Discussion — PSA Center 

 4:00 pm Girl Scouts — Education Building 
 6:30 pm Boy Scouts — Club Room/Tartan Hall 
 6:45 pm Lydia’s 9-5 Ladies — The Gathering Place 

 9:30 am Staff Meeting — Conference Room 
 10:00 am Bible Study (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) — Library 
 5:30 pm Folk Dancing — Tartan Hall 

 10:00 am Wed. Morning Bible Study — Club Room 
 5:00 pm Meet Me @ The Fort — The Nest, E-209, Honey Bee Rm. 
 6:15 pm Chancel Bells — Choir Room 
 6:15 pm Strong Praises Choir (Gr. K-3) — E209 
 6:45 pm Singers of Christ Choir (Gr. 4-8) — E209 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm and Friday at 12:30 pm in Room E205 of the Education Building. 
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2018 has come to a close, and total income through year end was $934,131 while expenses were $936,163 leaving a deficit of $2,031. 

Overall expenses ended at 96.5% of budget, while income finished at 96.3%. As you can see, expenses and income finished slightly 

below budget. Session ministry chairs did a great job of managing expenses, and 2019 will bring continued and new financial 

challenges. Your ongoing financial support 

is needed for Fort Hill to continue its 

ministries to members, community, and 

around the world. 

Bridging Generations Update:  

Pledged giving for the month was 

$25,281.66. Non-pledge giving was $12,229, 

undesignated memorial gifts were $125, 

and interest income of $0.59 combined for 

a total of $37,636.25 for the month. 

Total income year to date: 

$198,737.82 

Loan Principal Balance: 

$598,002 

2/8 Brian & Nickie Mueller 

2/14 David & Debbie Collins 

 Tim & Ann Howard 

2/18 Trip & Necia Ross 

2/21 Michael & Joy Van Daele 

2/22 Steve & Stacey Miller 

2/25 Al & Ginger Littlejohn 

2/1 Bradley LeCroy 

2/2 Hayden Anderson 

 Devon Broome 
 Linda Davis 

 Matt Wetsel 

2/3 Dianne Bitzer 

 Stacey Miller 

2/4 Brian Brown 

 Debbie Vaughn (Crader) 
 Donna London 

 Melissa Moede 
 Alena Nebesky 

2/5 Laura Conrad 
 Adam DeWitt 

2/6 Charles Rutland 

 Jimmy Weir 

2/8 Arlene Cheatham 

 Eileen Homan 
 Chloe Satzger 

 Tom Scott 
 Beth Tanner 

 Hack Trammell 

2/9 Beth Wilkinson 

 Shuler Wilson 

2/11 Laurie Lefevre 
 Aleta Robinson 

2/12 Bennett Bost 

2/13 Ann Gilreath 
 Bud Hicklin 

 Margaret MacKay 

2/14 Jason Kohlmayer 

 Patrick Pettigrew 
 Sarah Van Daele 

2/15 Cathy Morton 

2/16 Riley Johnson 

2/17 David Barkley 

2/18 Lauren Chavis 

2/19 Bill Alexander 
 Jessica Christenbury 
 Jim Dusenberry 
2/19 John Martin 

 Lawrence Mudge 

2/20 Joyce Christenbury 

2/21 Kate Hollingsworth 

 Bob Jones 

 Jeffrey Weir 
 Joseph Weir 

2/23 Holly Burchfield 

 Kyle Smith 

2/24 Hansen Wetsel 

2/25 Tripp Mostertz 

2/26 Janet Cantrell 
 Becky Fant 

 Pierce Harper 
 Steve Hunter 

 Laurel Whisler 

 Alexis Winchester 
 Spencer Wright 

2/27 Owen Van de Sande 

 Marian Wooten 

2/29 Jacob Poetz 
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