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Joining together on a journey of Christian faith, we seek to be Disciples of Christ and 

to share God’s love in our community and around the world. 
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Session Retreat Back 

In March, our officers rotate after the Installation and Ordination of new officers, and 

we start a new year at Fort Hill. Our Deacons and Session will have separate retreats 
to plan and prepare for the future. There was a time when we could not plan beyond 

that day or that week while dealing with the natural disaster of a pandemic. So, it 

does feel a little more normal now, and we have been preparing for a couple of years 

after covid turned the tables upside down on everything. 

As we emerged from the pandemic, we have regularly communicated with you about 

priorities to rebuild and grow our ministry and mission. We can do all things through 

Christ, of course. But we cannot do everything. Priorities help us stay focused on core 
mission based on our communities’ needs and the gifts and resources Fort Hill 

possesses that impact God’s mission. 

If you missed our January Town Hall meeting, Ben Trammell updated us on these 
priorities of which we are seeing the fruit. Colin Pettigrew described a strong core 

student group at Presbyterian Student Association and the beginning of his work with 

Christian Action. Much of our outreach ministry connects with Colin’s support. 

Mary Morrison, Associate for Congregational Care, described the formation of the 
inaugural Board for the Healing Bridges Counseling — a dream becoming reality. The 

startup board includes Hack Trammell, President, Robert Miles, Pat Clary, Stacey 

Miller, and Heather Cook. Our deacons are serving and building relationships. The 
new Mental Health Team is focused on training and awareness, while Healing Bridges 

focuses on counseling needs. 

Jacob Kennedy, Associate for Congregational Life, gave an update on the search for a 

Coordinator of Faith Formation, a new full-time position to focus on children and 
younger youth, working with Jacob. Discipleship Ministry has been in a “Re-formation” 

season to organize for effective and fruitful ministry with all ages. Our ministry with 

children and youth is supported by many loving disciples who share their time and 

gifts to shape the faith of our young people. 

By now, you have heard the news of Mary taking a new call to serve the saints of 

Foothills Retirement Community in Easley, SC. Her last Sunday is March 10. In the 

10:45 worship service we will give thanks for Mary and have a reception following the 
service. We appreciate the manifold gifts Mary has shared with us and will miss her 

pastoral presence (unless you reside at Foothills). We ask God’s richest blessings on 

she and Mark in this new season. 

These are a few ways the Holy Spirit has been calling and equipping us, and our 

pastoral staff to fulfill the mission of Fort Hill Church. I am inspired by these pastors 

and our leaders willing to trust God and to follow where Christ is leading us. And we 

trust God in all the loss and change we undergo. As we have been hearing this Lent, 
God is a God who keeps promises and will be faithful to them. Thanks be to God! 

Joined Together on a Journey of Faith, 
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The deadline for articles, 

announcements, and features for 

the April issue of The Window is  

Friday, March 15. 

Please email your item as a 

Microsoft Word document to  

the church office at 

window@forthillchurch.org  

or type the item directly into  

your email and send. If possible, 

please keep your articles to  

500 words or less. 

3/3 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 Ex. 20:1-17; Ps. 19; 

 1 Cor. 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

3/10 4th Sunday in Lent 
 Num. 21:4-9; Ps. 107:1-3, 17-22; 

 1 Eph. 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

3/17 5th Sunday in Lent 
 Jer. 31:31-34; Ps. 51:1-12; 

 Heb. 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

3/24 Palm Sunday 
 Mark 11:1-11; John 12:2-16; 

 Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29 

3/31 Resurrection of the Lord/ 

 Easter Day 
 Isa. 25:6-9; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24; 

 Acts 10:34-43; 1 Cor 15:1-11; 

 John 20:1-18; Mark 16:1-8 

The world seems to be spinning very fast at times. Days fly by.  

Hours, minutes, and seconds. It is good to take time to breathe.  
Look around you for the beauty of God’s creation. Breathe in  

the smell of spring. Warm your face in the sunshine. Let the 

wind blow upon you and cool you. If you are near the water, 

listen to it as it flows. This list could continue, but think of  

your own special gifts of creation. 

In music, there is something special about creating. With a new piece of  

music, you usually begin from scratch. Some people may have heard the piece. 

Some may have had the opportunity to sing it at some time. By the time you 

have rehearsed it to teach the parts, work on diction, dynamics, etc., it comes 

together beautifully and is meaningful for all who sing it and for all who hear it. 

There are so many great opportunities in worship to hear music and participate 

in singing together. Take advantage of these times that can give you comfort, 

peace, joy, and God’s presence. 

Keep smiling and singing,  

mailto:window@forthillchurch.org
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Pastor on Call 
3/3 Mary Morrison 

3/10 Laura Conrad 

3/17 Laura Conrad 

3/24 Colin Pettigrew 

3/31 Jacob Kennedy 

Elder at the Font 
3/3 Cindy Trammell (8:30) 

 Cindy Prather (10:45) 

3/10 Debbie Shealy (8:30) 

 Catherine Stoddard (10:45) 

3/17 Heather Wright (8:30) 
 Charlie Barron (10:45) 

3/24 Gary Clary (8:30) 
 Grady Jordan (10:45) 

3/31 Hugh Spitler (8:30) 
 Sue Limber (10:45) 

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has 

provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love.  

In a world of natural disasters, war, poverty, and 

oppression, millions of people lack access to 

sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, 

education, and economic opportunities. One Great 

Hour of Sharing offers individuals and communities 

a range of services from initial disaster response to 

ongoing community development and provides 

resources, support, and hope. Your donations to  
One Great Hour of Sharing on Easter Sunday will 

extend the healing power of community to our 

neighbors in need. 

The Christian Action Ministry 

Honor and Remember Donations to One Great Hour of Sharing 

During this season of Lent, Fort Hill Presbyterian Church will contribute to this 

offering through your gift of an “honorarium” and/or “memorial” donation. If you 

would like to remember or honor someone special during this season of Lent, 

please complete the 2024 One Great Hour of Sharing Honor and Remember 

form and submit by March 31 with your gift designated for OGHS. Forms can be 

found in the Narthex, FHOG office, and FHPC electronic weekly updates. All 

memorials and honorariums will be recognized in the bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

• John & Sally Martin on the death 

of Sally’s uncle Mike Ballenger on 
January 18 in Florence, SC. 

• Olivia & Andy Bajoczky on the 
death of Olivia’s gathermother 
Sara Looney on January 31 in 

Fountain Inn, SC. 

• John & Amanda Stevenson on 
the death of John’s mother Ruth 

Stevenson on February 19 in 
Anderson, SC. 

• Linda Davis on the death of her 
husband Leon (Lee) Davis on 
February 22. 

• Jimmy & Jill Weir on the death of 
Jimmy’s father Thomas Weir on 
February 23.  

• The family of Marjorie Olthoff on 
her death on February 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations on the birth of: 

• Ellis Taylor Ridgell born on 
January 26 to Kenny & Hillary 

Ridgell. Proud grandparents are 
Don & Holly Ridgell. 

Thanks to all the people who donated hundreds of books to our first Book Swap. 

It was a great success as so many books were taken home to read, look through, 
or display on your coffee table. Fellowship was awesome as people 

recommended books to each other and smiled when they found a book they had 

wanted to read for a long time! 

March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day! Stop by the arcade anytime Sunday morning to get 

some yummy coffee, tea, and a shortbread cookie to celebrate! When you look at 

a shamrock remember this...Just like the leaves on the shamrock you see, there 

are three parts to the Holy Trinity. First is God the Father, then Jesus, His only Son, 

and the Holy Spirit together as One. 

Book Club continues to meet on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in 

the Gathering Space. Here is a list of our upcoming books to discuss! Join us! 

March 11 — American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins 

April 8 — Trouble the Water by Rebecca Bruff 

Wednesday Night Potluck will be on March 20 at 5:30 in Tartan Hall. Bring a 

dish and join us as we eat with the children during Wednesdays @ The Fort. 

Craft Connection will meet Sunday, March 24, in the Club Room after second 

service. Bring a craft you are working on and a light lunch (if you want). 

Meet and Eat is a small group opportunity to meet people in the church while 

sharing a meal with them. The next outings will be April 26-28. Email Holly Ridgell 

at hridgell@gmail.com for more information. 

Stop by our puzzle that is set up in Tartan Hall to put in a few pieces. It is for all 

ages!! 

If you are interested in any of these activities, have questions about them, or you 

would like to join our ministry team to plan fellowship activities for Fort Hill, call 

or text Debbie Shealy at 912.656.4596 for details. 
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Oh my — did you miss me last month? I 
decided to move from the lower floor 
with all the wonderful crumbs from the 
kids to upstairs in the education 
building. As I get older, it became 
harder for me to get up the stairs to 
listen to the service with the choir. You 
know how I love music. It took forever 
to get all my stuff moved. Remember 
my legs are very short and after all 
these years I had lots of stuff to move. 

So only my column:  Did you know that 
Jay Jones was in charge of the ushers 
for January? Let’s talk about 
communion in January, the servers 
were: Catherine Stoddard, Chris Torres, 
Melanie Job, Debbie Shealy, Donna 
Crader, Lisa Britt, Heather Wright, 
Peggy Rutland, Cindy Prather, and Jerry 
& Jean Greene prepared communion. 
The stars were made by Pastor Preston 
and his wife Debbie. In February the 
servers were: Cathy Spragins, Sally 
Martin, Wes Koch, Cathy & Gregg 
Morton, Cindy Trammell, Mary E. 
Barron, Susan Beckwith, Rodney 
Johnson, and Jim London. The 
communion preparation was done by 
coordinator Beth Chapman, her 
husband Jerry, and Lauren Young. 

Dulcie Mohr, Virginia Kackley, and 
Walton Bost were the recipients of the 
Pansy Duke Scholarship. The 
 “He-Brews” group coordinator is Chuck 
Conrad and Catherine Henry oversees 
the Fort Hill Millennials group. Back in 
December the following participated in 
“Lessons & Carols” as readers: Brian, 
Kay & Thomas Baker, Marv Dixon, Carol 
Hipp, Pat Rabun, Emily Pettigrew, Sarah 
Ulrich, Will Henry, and Austin Jordan. 
Choir members were: Mary Barron, Pat 
Clary, Diane Egan, Nancy Lloyd, Rameth 
Owens, Savannah Ricks, Cindy Sloan, 
Cathy Spragins, Rita Van Lenten, 
Charlotte Gruosso, Ronda Ricks, Robbi 
Stokes, Gensie Waldrop, Jacquie 
Worley, Jim Barker, Chip Egan, Mark 
Morrison, Tom Cleveland, Tom 
Donegan, George Dunkelberg, Garland 
Gravely, Raymond MacKay, Gary Mohr, 
Mark & Porter Stokes, and Frank Van 
Lenten. Margaret MacKay was the choir 
director. I loved the music. Plus the 
Altamont Brass added to the wonderful 
music: Greg Day, Bruce  
Whisler, Betsy Myers,  
Garrett Young, and  
Christopher Sparace. 

Thanks to all. Got to go to  
send this to Lori Houck. 

Circle 1 — Monday, March 4, 10 am in the Club Room 
          Carolyn Stroup, (843) 319-9023 

2nd Tuesday Evening Circle — Tuesday, March 12, 6 pm in the Library  
          Nan Jones, jones4927@bellsouth.net 
Trinity Circle — Monday, March 11, 10 am in the Club Room (fellowship starts at 9:30)  

          Gail Williams, gswilliams@bellsouth.net 
Circle of Hope — Thursday, March 7, 2 pm at Clemson Downs large Corley Room 
          Judy Blackwell, mikeandjudyblackw@currently.com 

Donations of paper goods for Helping Hands group children’s home is an ongoing 

monthly project for the PW. Donations of paper goods such as paper towels, toilet 
paper, tissues, napkins, soap, and liquid laundry detergent (no pods) can be 
dropped off in the FHOG office or placed in the marked plastic box in the collections 

room below the FHOG office. These will taken to Helping Hands the middle of each 
month. Contact: Carolyn Stroup, (843) 319-9023, 

Saturday, April 13, 2024 — 11:30 am in Tartan Hall 

A representative from the Project Hope Foundation (Providing A Lifespan for 

Autism Services) will be this year’s speaker. The Project Hope Foundation was 
founded in 1997 by two moms looking for services for their young sons with 

autism. There are four core programs: therapy, education, adult services, and 

community engagement. All of these programs are grounded in the principles 
of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). Project Hope Foundation will be opening 

a campus in Clemson soon. 

This program is open to ALL who wish to attend. 

Bring a salad, bring a friend and learn more about the Project Hope. 

Celebrating the Birth of 

Porter William Henry 

Born January 12, 2024 

Will & Catherine Henry 

Pictured from Left to Right 

Will, baby Porter, Catherine, 
& Audrey Henry 

Celebrating the Baptism of 

Margaret Rhea Pettigrew 

on Sunday, February 18, 2024 

Pictured from Left to Right 

Donna Crader, Elder; Colin, Maggie & 
Emily Pettigrew, and 

Laura Conrad, Pastor 

mailto:jones4927@bellsouth.net
mailto:gswilliams@bellsouth.net
mailto:mikeandjudyblackw@currently.com
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Address: 505 Camp Creek Rd., Central, SC 29630 

Phone: 864.508.4425 

Email: djgibbon20@gmail.com 

Janet joined Fort Hill Church by reaffirmation of faith. She has 
served in previous churches in the nursery, cleaning, and missions. 
Janet enjoys whimsical gardening, art, and reading. 

Address: 119 Southwind Bay Dr., Seneca, SC 29672 

Phone: 843.270.3703 (Donnie); 843.270.3704 (Ginny) 

Email: donnietgamble@gmail.com (Donnie) 
 ginnygamble@gmail.com (Ginny) 

Donnie & Ginny joined Fort Hill Church by transfer of letter 
from Summerville Presbyterian Church. Both have served as 
ordained Elders of the Presbyterian Church USA. 

Address: 326 Alameda Ln., Anderson, SC 29625 

Phone: 864.280.0452 

Email: LRCHudgins@hotmail.com 

Lesley joined Fort Hill Church by transfer of letter from 
Pickens Presbyterian Church. She works as the Financial 
Manager at First Baptist Anderson. She has served 
previously on the Fellowship, Communion Prep and 
Children’s Ministries. She enjoys reading, sewing, crafts,  
and her grandchildren. 

Address: 121 Folger St., Clemson, SC 29631 

Phone: 803.468.5313 (Andrew); 803.473.0165 (Beth) 

Email: andrew.c.mccord@gmail.com (Andrew); 
 eblmccord@gmail.com (Beth) 

The McCord family joined by transfer of letter from First Pres in 
Sumter, SC. Andrew is an Ordained Deacon and has served on 
the Personnel Committee and Prayer & Care. He enjoys golf, 
outdoors & Clemson events. Beth has served on the grounds & 
flowers. She enjoys art, cooking, and gardening. 

Address: 105 Springdale Ct., Central, SC 29630 

Phone: 864.381.5638 (Mark); 864.316.6595 (Susan) 

Email: msmussman21@charter.net 

Mark & Susan joined Fort Hill by transfer of letter from First 
Pres Spartanburg. Susan is involved with the Clemson 
University Women’s Club. They enjoy golf, gardening, 
reading, and traveling. 

Address: 517 Upper Springs Rd., Pickens, SC 29671 

Phone: 803.509.3682 (Mike); 803.917.9233 (June) 

Email: Junecre8art@aol.com 

Mike & June joined by transfer of letter. June is a retired art 
teacher and Mike works for Mid-State Tire Inc. Mike taught 
Middle & High, and shorter catechism. June has served on 
Youth Council, leadership & Safe Sanctuary development. 
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 11:00 am Lee Davis Memorial Service 
  Lee Davis Reception — TBD 

  Homebound Communion — various locations 

 10:00 pm PW Circle 1 Meeting — Club Room 

 8:30 am Men of the Church Breakfast — Egg’s Up Clemson 
 5:30 pm University Ministry Meeting — PSA Student Center 
 6:00 pm Christian Action Ministry Meeting — Library 
 7:00 pm Adult Ministry Team Meeting — Conference Room 
  Youth Ministry Team Meeting — the Den 

  Jacob Kennedy away at Credo conference 

 3:00 pm Building & Grounds Meeting — Library 

 2:00 pm PW Circle of Hope — Downs Corley Center 

 9:00 am SAFE Place Training for New Officers — Club Room 
 10:30 am Deacon Retreat — Club Room 

 12:00 pm Reception for Mary Morrison 
  Children’s Ministry Team Meeting — Nest 
  Circle of Care 15 Gathering — Club Room 

 9:30 am PW Trinity Circle — Library 
 7:00 pm Book Club — Gathering Space 

 10:00 am Ben Sill’s Small Group — Library 

 2:00 pm Planning Meeting — Pastor’s Office 
 4:00 pm Finance Ministry Meeting — Library 
 5:00 pm Worship Ministry Meeting — Conference Room 
 6:00 pm Discipleship Ministry Meeting — the Den 
  PW Circle 2 Meeting — Library 

 5:00 pm Healing Bridges Counseling Center Board—Library 

 9:00 am Session Retreat — Tartan Hall 

 9:30 am St. Patrick’s Day Cookies & Tea — Arcade 

 7:00 pm Session Meeting — Tartan Hall 

 5:30 pm Wednesday Potluck Dinner — Tartan Hall 

 5:00 pm He-Brews — Seneca Brewing 

 12:00 pm Craft Connections — Club Room 

 10:00 am Ben Sill’s Small Group — Library 
 5:30 pm Membership Ministry Meeting — Conference Rm 
 7:00 pm Fellowship Ministry Meeting — Club Room 

 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross — Nest/Ed Bldg/Tartan Hall 

 7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Worship — Sanctuary 

 7:00 am Sunrise Service — Old Stone Church 
 9:30 am CMT Easter Egg Hunt — the Nest 

 8:30 am Early Worship Service — Tartan Hall (no nursery) 
 9:00 am Sojourners Class — Zoom 
 9:30 am Confirmation Class — E209 
  Kindred Spirits Class — Club Room 
 10:45 am Livestream/In-Person Worship — Online/Sanctuary 
  Nursery (birth-3yrs) — Nursery Room 
  Toddler Time (walkers-K2) — Turtle Room 
  Bible Fun (K3-K4) — Honeybee Room 
  WeeKirk (children’s worship—K5-1st gr) — following 
       children’s story — Nest 
  WOW (worship education—2nd-3rd gr) — E209 
  Club 45 (4th-5th grade) following story — E208 
 2:30 pm Cub Scouts — Ed. Building (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
  NAMI Family-to-Family Course — Club Room 
 5:00 pm Youth Group — The Den & Backyard 
 6:00 pm College Dinner, Worship & Discussion — PSA Center 

 9:30 am Preschool Chapel — Sanctuary 
 2:30 pm Organ Lessons — Sanctuary 
 6:30 pm Scouts Troops 235/7235 — Club Room/Tartan Hall 

 10:00 am Staff Meeting — Conference Room 
 4:30 pm Folk Dancing — Tartan Hall 
 5:00 pm Organ Lessons — Sanctuary 

 10:00 am Bible Study — Club Room 
 6:00 pm Wednesdays @ The Fort — The Nest/E-208/Courtyard 
  Lenten Bible Study — Club Room 
 6:10 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal — E209 
 7:00 pm PSA (College) Bible Study — PSA Student Center 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room 

 9:15 am Small Group — Library 

Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm and Friday at 
12:30 pm in Room E205 of the Education Bldg. 
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3/1 Jake Alexander 
 Amy Elrod 

3/2 Audrey Rose Henry 
 Margaret Thompson 
 Bridget Trogden 
 Katherine Whisler 

3/3 Peggy Mowrey 

3/4 Betty Dean 
 Caroline Hunter 
 Dewayne Lawson 

3/5 Luke Artigliere 
 Mike Moore 
 George Rodgers 

3/6 Bitsy Barkley 
 Beth McCord 
 Mary Elizabeth McDaniel 
 Dusty Oates 

3/7 Chase Aaron 
 Ethan Nihoul 

3/8 Leland Hawthorne 
 JB Kozlarek 
 Maggie Wilson 

3/10 Dylan Bolger 
 Shirley Chappell 
 Nina Moede 
 Barry Robinson 

3/11 Jay Allman 
 Tom McInnis 

3/13 Larry Ayers 
 Evelyn Cureton 

3/13 Dulcie Mohr 
 Denny Walling 

3/14 Julianna Ellis 
 Garland Gravely 
 Christine Hughes 
 Kathy Hughes 

3/15 Caleb Dickerson 

3/17 Julianne Wenner 

3/18 Emily Pettigrew 

3/19 Raymond MacKay 
 Necia Ross 
 Katie Wilson 

3/21 Larry Gahan 

3/22 Wayne Madison 
 Tom Smith 

3/23 Charlotte Ewoldt 
 Billie Jackson 

3/24 Hudson Money 
 Emily Poetz 
 Ben Sawyer 

3/26 Elizabeth Crader 

3/28 Preston Shealy 

3/29 Finley Wiles-Nadler 

3/30 Maggie Bandy 
 Sally Martin 
 Gayle McGregor 

3/31 Frances Caskey 
 Beth DeWitt 
 Layne Smith 
 Scott Thrailkill 

3/5 Raymond & Margaret MacKay 

3/6 Andrew & Morgan Bryant 

3/9 Ed & Shelley Burchfield 

3/12 Bo Crader & Debbie Vaughn 

3/14 Will & Catherine Henry 

3/17 Danny & Brigette Gregg 

 Laurence & Betsy Mudge 

3/20 Andy & Olivia Bajoczky 

3/22 Chuck & Elizabeth Sisson 

3/27 Ed & Annette Halbig 

3/31 Don & Cyndi Davis 

 Bob & Becky Fant 

Below is a summary of the 2024 budget passed by Session. A copy of the line 

item budget is available upon request. Please contact Lori Houck (654-2061 or 

lori.houck@forthillchurch.org) to receive a copy. 

General Fund Income:  

     General Fund Pledged Giving $     846,512 

     General Fund Non-Pledged Giving 228,488 

     Building Usage Fees 12,500 

     Fundraising Income 28,200 

     Transfers from Special Funds 21,564 

     Capital Gains from Money Market Investments 12,500 

     Miscellaneous Other Income 6,000 

     Building Fund Giving 2,500 

Total General Fund Income $1,158,264 

General Fund Expenses:  

     Board of Deacons $          3,565 

     Building & Grounds Ministry 165,735 

     Outreach Ministries (including Christian Action, University  
          Ministry Support, & Presbytery Support) 130,589 

     Discipleship Ministry (Adult/Children/Youth) 49,800 

     Congregational Fellowship 8,000 

     Finance Ministry (includes Renovation Loan Payments) 36,500 

     Membership Ministry 2,000 

     Personnel (includes salaries/benefits for all staff ) 717,696 

     Program Support 62,934 

     Planning Ministry 1,500 

     Worship Ministry 12,675 

Total General Fund Expenses $1,190,994 

Bridging Generations Campaign Update: 

Loan Principal Balance — $194,661 

mailto:lori.houck@forthillchurch.org
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